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BSUers  challenged 

Letters  to  the  editor 

Sunday  School  lessons 
- <10> - 


Grenada  church  sets  emergency  ministry 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


The  idea  was  well-received 
by  church  members,  Austin 
and  Williams  said. 

Hugh  Austin,  a  lifelong  "We  wanted  to  consolidate 
member  of  First  Church,  our  emergency  response  effort. 
Grenada,  recalls  seeing  needy  About  15  people  showed  up  for 
disaster  victims  pouring  into  the  first  committee  meeting," 
town  in  search  of  help.  It  may  said  Austin,  who  chairs  the 
have  been  after  a  hurricane  strategic  planning  committee, 
evacuation  of  the 
entire  Mississippi 
Gulf  Coast,  or  it 
may  have  been  after 
a  more  localized 
disaster  —  but  the 
people  came. 

Many  Mississip- 
pians  likely  are 
unaware  that  when  a 
full-scale  evacuation 
or  major  disaster 
occurs  somewhere  in 
the  state,  the  flow  of 
people  northward  on 
Interstate  55  search¬ 
ing  for  accomoda- 
tion%Hafytd_  seeking 
assistance  for  other 
needs  can  back  up 
well  into  the  state  of 
Tennessee. 

"We  know  from 
past  experience  that 
nousing  evaporates. 

Local  motels  fill  up 
fast  during  a  disaster, 
and  then  work  crews 
move  in  after  a  disas¬ 
ter  for  an  extended 
period  of  time. 


In  addition,  Grenada  Lake 
Hospital  in  Grenada  has  agreed 
to  supply  linens  and  other  laun¬ 
dry  items  when  the  church  is 
activated  as  a  shelter. 

The  American  Red  Cross  sent 
representatives  to  train  volun¬ 
teers  in  shelter  management  and 
other  aspects  of  emergency 


Austin  also  said  Grenada 
County  Civil  Defense 
Director  George  Frazier  has 
begun  asking  other  churches 
in  the  county  if  they  would 
like  to  get  involved  in  the 
project. 

"We  would  like  to  see  it 
expand  to  other  churches  in  the 
area,"  Austin  said. 

The  planning 
and  certification  the 
church  underwent 
led  the  committee 
to  take  action  in 
other  areas  of  emer¬ 
gency  preparedness 
as  well,  Austin 
pointed  out. 

"We  began 
checking  all  the 
church's  fire  extin¬ 
guishers  —  not  just 
tne  ones  in  the 
areas  to  be  used  as 
emergency  shelter. 
We  round  some 
were  inoperative 
and  some  had  no 
pressure  at  all. 

"We  installed 
smoke  alarms 
throughout  the 
church,  and  we 
have  taken  all  three 
shifts  of  the 
Grenada  Fire 

Department  on 
tours  of  our  build- 

_  _ ings  so  they'll  be 

People  just  didn't  familiar  with  the 

have  anywhere  to  PREPARED  TO  HELP  —  Hugh  Austin  fright),  a  member  of  First  Church,  Grenada,  and  Tim  layout  if  they  ever 
turn,"  the  career  Williams  (center),  pastor  of  First  Church,  Grenada,  inspect  emergency  cots  with  Jim  Legge,  have  to  fight  a  fire 
forester  said.  manager  of  the  Wal-Mart  Supercenter  in  Grenada.  The  store  provided  the  cots  at  cost  to  in  here. 

Austin  and  the  assist  the  church  in  establishing  a  new  emergency  response  ministry.  (Photo  by  William  H.  "We've  also 

other  members  of  First  Perkins  Jr.)  started  evacuation 

Church,  Grenada,  - — - - — - - : —  planning.  For 


decided  to  take  action,  and  the 
idea  of  a  disaster  relief  ministry 
really  took  hold  during  a  severe 
winter  storm  several  years  ago, 
according  to  Tim  Williams,  pastor 
of  First  Church,  Grenada. 

The  area  was  hit  particularly 
hard,  with  ice-laden  tree  limbs 
snapping  power  lines  and  also 
falling  across  vital  transporta¬ 
tion  arteries  to  medical  facilities 
and  businesses. 

"There  was  an  informal 
effort  to  help  out  by  cutting 
limbs,  locating  portable  genera¬ 
tors,  and  seeing  that  needs 
were  met.  We  saw  it  as  a  viable 
way  to  plug  into  the  communi¬ 
ty;  to  see  people's  needs  met," 
Williams  said. 

A  strategic  planning  commit¬ 
tee  was  formed  and  came  up 
with  the  concept  of  an  emer¬ 
gency  response  ministry  to 
answer  those  needs  in  an  orga¬ 
nized  manner,  he  recalled. 


The  committee  quickly  divid¬ 
ed  into  teams  and  went  to  work 
planning  emergency  response 
in  such  important  areas  as: 

•  food  service. 

•  facilities  set-up. 

•  security. 

•  on-site  managers. 

•  counseling. 

•  child  care. 

•  medical  assistance. 

The  committee,  which  began 
its  work  in  October  1999,  set 
June  2000  as  the  target  date  for 
completion  —  and  they  made  it, 
Austin  said. 

The  Wal-Mart  Supercenter 
in  Grenada  offered  to  provide 
100  cots  at  cost,  which  was  $20 
per  cot.  Austin  then 
approached  the  Grenada 
County  Board  of  Supervisors 
and  Grenada  City  Council,  and 
the  two  governing  bodies 
voted  to  donate  $1,000  each  to 
cover  the  purchase  of  the  cots. 


response,  and  certified  the 
church  to  house  up  to  150  disas¬ 
ter  victims. 

"Having  Red  Cross  certifica¬ 
tion  has  a  number  of  benefits, 
including  liability  considerations 
that  are  covered  under  their 
umbrella,  the  availability  of 
experienced  disaster  relief  plan¬ 
ners,  and  access  to  local,  state, 
and  federal  programs  that  are 
available  in  times  of  disaster," 
Austin  said. 

The  church  also  has  a  data 
bank  of  more  than  110  church 
members  who  returned  a  ques¬ 
tionnaire  about  getting  involved 
in  emergency  response.  The  data 
bank  includes  volunteers' 
names,  special  skills  that  can  be 
utilized  after  a  disaster,  and 
available  equipment. 

"We  made  it  clear  from  fire 
start  that  whatever  we  do,  we 
will  do  it  without  regard  to  race, 
creed,  or  color,"  Austin  stressed. 


example,  there  will  be  a  new 
system  to  get  the  children  out 
of  the  nursery  as  quickly  as 
possible  in  tne  event  of  an 
emergency,"  Austin  said. 

For  more  information  on 
how  the  church  organized  its 
emergency  response  minishy, 
contact  Williams  at  741  S.  Line 
Street,  Grenada,  MS  38901. 
Telephone:  (662)  226-3661. 

Tne  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  is  known  across 
the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  for  its  disaster 
relief  ministry.  For  informa¬ 
tion  on  that  minishy,  contact 
the  Men's  Ministry 
Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist 

Convention  Board  at  P.O.  Box 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Telephone:  (601)  292-2335  or 
toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800) 
748-1651,  ext.  335.  E-mail: 
cwright@mbcb.org. 


Dear  editor. 
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INP6P8NP6HT  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


Editor's 

Notebook 


you  screening  letters  that  don't  agree  ents  should  re- 
your  point  of  view?"  The  answer  is  frain  from  per- 
lt  the  question  prompts  the  perennial  sonal  attacks.  The 
nation  of  how  The  Baptist  Record  opinions 
about  publishing  letters  to  the  editor  expressed  in  let- 
e  of  the  most  heavily-read  features  of  ters  to  the  editor 
,  any  newspaper,  secular  or  religious,  do  not  necessarily 
We  believe  the  letters  to  the  edi-  reflect  the  views 
tor  section  of  the  newspaper  is  an  of  the  staff  of  The 
ideas  forum  for  Mississippi  Baptists  Baptist  Record  or 
and  others  to  express  themselves  on  the  Mississippi 
issues  of  importance  to  them.  Baptist  Conven- 

The  staff  of  The  Baptist  Record  tion  Board, 
does  not  screen  letters  to  the  editor  •  No  more 
"for"  or  "against"  any  particular  than  one  letter 
viewpoint.  We  also  don't  sequen-  from  any  individ¬ 
ually  publish  one  letter  "for  and  ual  will  be  printed 
one  letter  "against;"  we  print  letters  That  frees  up  space  for  other  letter  writers 
as  close  as  possible  to  me  order  in  and  prevents  back-and-forth,  "you  said /he 
which  they  are  received.  said  '  contests.  Such  letter-writing  cam- 

If  that  sometimes  seems  lopsided  paigns  can  get  mighty  tedious  for  readers, 
"for"  or  "against"  a  particular  issue,  •  When  in  the  judgment  of  the  editor  a 
it's  only  because  that's  the  way  the  let-  given  issue  has  received  sufficient  atten- 
ters  come  in  to  the  newspaper  office.  tion,  correspondence  dealing  with  that 
Your  letter  has  a  good  chance  of  issue  will  no  longer  be  published  and  a 
;  printed  in  The  Baptist  Record,  as  notice  will  be  printed  to  that  effect.  There 
as  the  letter  fits  the  guidelines  pub-  really  is  such  a  thing  as  "beating  a  dead 
d  whenever  letters  to  the  editor  horse"  when  it  comes  to  letters  to  tne  editor, 
ir  in  the  newspaper.  There  are  of  course  a  few  unwritten, 

ose  guidelines  include:  common-sense  rules.  For  example,  no  let- 

Unsigned  copies  will  not  be  pub-  ter  to  the  editor  will  appear  in  The  Baptist 
i.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters  will  Record  that  is  heretical  on  its  face  or  obvi- 
ed.  ously  contrary  to  Baptist  doctrine. 

Each  correspondent  must  include  the  Perfect  grammar  and  a  spell-checking 
;  of  the  cooperating  Mississippi  computer  are  not  required,  but  the  news- 
ist  church  where  the  correspondent  is  paper's  staff  does  reserve  the  right  to  cor- 
imber.  While  the  letters  to  the  editor  rect  grammatical  miscues  and  resolve  con- 
Dn  is  open  to  anyone  who  wishes  to  fusing  sentence  structure. 

You  can  increase  the  chancesyour  letter 
to  the  editor  will  appear  in  Tne  Baptist 
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Baptists  provide  food  for  Uganda  refugees 

KATAKWI,  Uganda  ^  k  were  anxiously  wait-  ultimate  hope  with  any  who 
>v>>rki  I  mg.  Several  Ugandan 

few  Westerners  can  I  Baptist  seminar)'  stu-  At  location,  43  people 

imagine.  of  .  I  dents  among  those  dis-  to  receive  Jesus  Christ 

rape,  pillage,  and  mur-  1  placed  from  their  as  their  Lord  and  Savior, 

der  at  the  hands  of  a  nomes  aided  in  the  dis-  As  evidence  of  their  appreci- 

warring  tribal  group  tribution  of  food  as  ation  for  the  kindness  of 

known  as  the  Rf* .  '7 they  told  of  Christ's  Southern  Baptists,  two  older 


BAPTISTS 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


armed  with  AK-47  Christ,  said  Jack  Liberty  Commission  at  1-8 

assault  rifles.  Many  vil- Frost,  a  Southern  375-2461;  901  Commerce,  Su 
lagers  fled  to  makeshift  YOUNG  REFUGEE  —  A  young  Iteso  girl  pulls  the  Baptist  missionary  550,  Nashville,  TN  37203;  or 

refugee  camps  estab-  leaves  from  clover  to  be  cooked  for  her  family.  She  is  serving  in  the  area.  To  mail  worldhunger@erlc.com 

lished  by  the  Ugandan  living  in  a  refugee  hut  built  of  reeds  with  200  other  avoid  so-called  coun- 

govemment.  people.  They  have  no  blankets  and  very  little  food,  terfeit  decisions 

Along  the  30-mile  Over  200,000  people  have  recently  been  displaced  by  prompted  only  out  of  ^ 

dirt  road  to  Katakwi  the  warring  tribe  known  as  the  Kiramajong  in  gratefulness  for  the 

(kah-tah-kwee),  capital  Northern  Uganda.  (BP  photo)  food,  pastors  made  it  W 

of  the  district  by  the  -  abundantly  clear  that  f  a 

same  name,  trucks  transport  cat-  She  begged  for  a  morsel  to  eat.  the  food  was  for  everyone  —  ^ 

tie  to  market.  Villagers  sell  their  Another  middle-aged  man  whether  they  responded  to  the 

livestock  to  cattle  dealers  for  a  told  how  the  Kiramajong  raid-  Gospel  message  or  not. 

fraction  of  their  worth  rather  ed  his  farm  night  after  night,  "We  want  to  share  a  little 

than  risk  having  them  stolen  at  stealing  everything  of  value,  hope  with  everyone,  and  the 

the  hands  of  the  Kiramajong.  With  a  wife  and  10  children,  he  - - - 

Thousands  of  displaced  peo-  said  fleeing  his  home  was  his 
pie,  mostly  women  and  children,  only  option.  "Now,"  he  sighed,  Bt _ N 
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House  passes  FCC  measure 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  A  bill  to  prohibit  the  Federal 
Communications  Commission  (FCC)  from  restricting  reli¬ 
gious  speech  on  noncommercial  educational  channels  has 
passed  the  House  of  Representatives  by  a  264-159  vote. 
Mississippi  Congressman  Chip  Pickering,  sponsor  of  the 
Noncommercial  Broadcasting  Freedom  of  Expression  Act, 
called  the  HR  4201  vote  a  victory  for  religious  freedom.  The 
House  bill,  which  passed  largely  along  party  lines,  will 
require  the  FCC  to  hold  public  hearings  before  changing  the 
licensing  rules  for  noncommercial  religious  broadcasters,  the 
Internet  news  site  CNSNews.com  noted.  Both  Sen.  Kay 
Bailey  Hutchinson  of  Texas  and  Sen.  Sam  Brownback  of 
Kansas  have  introduced  similar  bills  in  the  Senate,  though  a 
vote  has  not  been  scheduled  on  either.  Brandt  Gustavson, 
president  of  the  National  Religious  Broadcasters  (NRB),  said 
after  the  vote,  "[WJe're  one  step  closer  to  being  sure  drat  the 
government,  in  this  case  the  FCC,  will  not  be  permitted  to 
chip  away  at  our  basic  liberty  of  religious  expression."  NRB  is 
a  1,250-member  association  of  Christian  broadcasters.  One 
opponent  of  the  bill.  Congressman  John  Dingell  of  Michigan, 
derided  the  measure  as  "a  raid  on  die  educational  broadcast¬ 
ing  system,  the  educational  broadcasting  networks,  and  upon 
public  broadcasting.  I  would  point  out  that  if  this  legislation 
is  passed  you  are  going  to  find  any  imaginable  form  of  reli¬ 
gious  crank  or  crackpot  to  come  forward  to  claim  priority  in 
terms  of  religious  broadcasting  licenses." 


FOOD  ASSISTANCE  —  A  crowd  of  displaced  Iteso  people  line  up 
to  receive  a  ration  of  corn  meal  and  beans  as  missionary  Jack  Frost 
(background,  left)  looks  on.  The  food  was  provided  through  gifts  to 
the  Southern  Baptist  World  Hunger  Fund.  (BP  photo) 


Mississippi  College  in  Clinton  is  among  19  Baptist-affiliated  schools 
recognized  by  the  John  Templeton  Foundation  for  building  moral  and 
spiritual  character  and  for  teaching  "traditional  Western  political  and  eco¬ 
nomic  philosophies,"  generally  known  as  free  enterprise. 


Mississippi  is  the  only  state  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  to 
report  gains  over  the  previous  year  in  every  area  covered  by  the  Uniform 
Church  Letter,  including  total  membership,  baptism,  Sunday  School 
enrollment,  VBS,  Church  Training,  WMU,  and  Brotherhood. 


Neshoba  Association,  Philadelphia,  sponsors  the  first  of  several  Negro 
Vacation  Bible  Schools  planned  for  the  summer  in  various  locations 
around  the  county.  A  final  enrollment  of  331  students  makes  it  the  largest 
VBS  in  the  history  of  Neshoba  County  Baptist  work. 
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BSUers  survive  Challenge  Country  course 


ELLISVILLE,  Miss.  (Special)  —  Just  as 
quickly  as  the  plane  was  airborne,  it  plum¬ 
meted  into  the  ocean.  In  the  darkness,  an 
escape  hatch  was  found  and  students  and 
staff  from  the  Gulf  Coast  Community 
College  Baptist  Student  Union  (BSU)  hur¬ 
ried  tnrougn  the  blackness. 

Depending  on  the  instructions  of  the 
ones  ahead  of  them  to  lead  them  out  of  the 
pidly  sinking  plane,  one  by  one  they 
issed  through  a  hole  in  the  fuselage  that 
barely  above  the  shark-infested 


safely 

group, 

whom 


raj 
pas; 
was 

waters.  They  inched  their  wav  out  to  fresh 
air,  only  to  face  another  challenge  —  get¬ 
ting  each  person  safely  into  the  lifeboat 
ana  away  from  the  pull  of  the  sinking 
plane  ana  the  peril  of  the  frigid  sea. 

The  adventure  continues.  As  soon  as 

everyone  is 
safely  on  d 


l 


CHALLENGERS  —  Gulf 
Coast  Community  College 
BSU  students  and  ftaff  who 
gathered  for  a  day  of  leader¬ 
ship  training  at  Challenge 
Country  included  (back  row, 
from  left)  Chris  Towles,  Terry 
Bang,  Maria  Titus,  John 
Steffens,  Adam  Cheek,  James 
Wadsworth,  Josh  Price, 
Phuong  To,  Cindy  Blackwell, 
Jeannette  Everett,  Jesse 
Hearndon,  Tim  Thomas,  (front 
row,  from  left)  Amy  Leitz, 
Jackie  Ball,  James  Reardon, 
Jennifer  Sanford,  Cindy 
Hawkins,  and  Katherine 
Rogers.  (BR  Special  Photo) 


land,  blin 
ed  students 
have  to  be 
instructed 
through  a 
live  mine 
field,  inch¬ 
ing  their 
way  past 
dangers  that 
|  could  maim 
or  kill  in  an 
instant. 

Others 
are  chal¬ 
lenged  to 


get  their 
some  of 
suffer  from 
serious  injuries,  off 
a  mountain  peak 
under  the  threat  of 
an  avalanche. 

These  are  just 
some  of  the  adven¬ 
tures  that  are  part  of 
an  exciting  day  at 
Challenge  Country 
in  Ellisville.  The 
"plane  crash"  was 
actually  blindfolded 
students  assisting 
one  another  througr 
a  huge  truck  tire  sus-  I 

pended  six  feet  in  ' _ 

the  air,  followed  by  LEAD  THE  WAY  —  Blindfolded  Gulf  Coast  BSU  students  work 
swinging  on  a  rope  together  to  survive  a  "plane  crash"  in  Ellisville  at  Challenge  Country, 
to  another  truck  tire  Adam  Cheek,  Terry  Bang,  and  John  Steffens  are  the  first  to  reach  the 
which  represented  "escape  hatch"  with  other  students  not  far  behind.  (BR  Special  Photo) 
the  life  boat. 

Arriving  mid-morning  on  a  beautiful 
spring  day/by  late  afternoon  the  students  and 
staffers  were  balancing  themselves  on  ropes 
3040  feet  in  the  air  and  working  together  to 
get  each  individual  safely  over  a  ten-root  wall. 

Through  numerous  games  and  initia¬ 
tives  students  are  taught  teamwork,  trust, 
accountability,  communication,  responsi¬ 
bility,  facing  and  overcoming  fears,  and 
much  more.  Each  challenge  ends  with  a 
debriefing,  where  Challenge  Country 


directors  fiscuss  with  the  students  how  the 


tige 

dei 


activity  and  the  way  the  group  handled  it 
relates  to  their  roles  as  BSU  leaders  and 
Christians  on  a  secular  campus. 

After  the  excitement  of  the  day  filled 
with  one  impending  disaster  after  anoth¬ 
er,  riding  the  roller  coaster  hills  of 
Highway  49  back  to  the  Gulf  Coast 
seemed  relatively  tame. 

Tim  Thomas  is  director  of  the  Gulf  Coast 
BSU;  Jackie  Ball  is  associate  director;  Chris 
Towles  is  ministry  assistant;  and  Jeannette 
Everett  is  administrative  assistant. 


Misunderstanding 

During  the  first  days  of  June 
a  shocking  incident  took  place 
at  an  airport  in  Michigan.  As  a 
corporate  jet  was  being  boarded 
it  was  thought  to  be  in  the 
process  of  being  hijacked.  The 
tower  was  communicating  with 
the  pilot  and  the  air  traffic  con¬ 
troller  overheard  someone  in 
the  background  on  the  jet  say, 
"Hijack.  The  tower  radioed  the 
police  and  the  FBI.  In  short 
order  scores  of  police  surround¬ 
ed  the  plane  and  SWAT  teams 
rushed  into  place.  The  law 
enforcement  agents  were  deter¬ 
mined  to  keep  the  plane  from 
being  hijackea  and  were  intent 
on  rescuing  the  passengers. 

It  wasn't  until  over  an  hour 
later  that  the  truth  began  to 
emerge.  It  seems  that  as  the  co¬ 
pilot  was  boarding  the  plane  a 
passenger  recognized  him  and 
Knowing  him  personally,  the 
passenger  simply  spoke  to  him 
saying,  "Hi,  Jack."  Of  course 
that  nad  nothing  to  do  with 
what  was  going  on  in  the  plane 
or  with  the  communication  the 
pilot  was  having  with  the  tower. 


‘Direct i 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Neither  the  pilot,  nor  the  co¬ 
pilot,  nor  any  of  the  passengers 
nad  any  idea  that  the  thought 
was  spreading  outside  the  plane 
that  they  were  being  hijacked. 

The  whole  event  turned  into 
a  good  exercise  of  what  to  do 
when  there  is  a  hijack  crisis.  No 
one  was  hurt  or  harmed  and 
most  everyone  was  able  to 
chuckle  when  the  incident 
came  to  an  end.  It  was  another 
demonstration  of  what  can 
happen  when  people  misun¬ 
derstand  what  is  being  said,  or 
overheard,  or  inferred. 

What  we  think  we  are  com¬ 
municating  and  what  we  are 
actually  conveying  may  be 
worlds  apart'  You  may  have 
heard  about  the  little  child  who 
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Web  site  using  bogus  Baptist  Press  tag 

NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  A  so-called  religious  website  has  been  electronically  distributing 
altered  Baptist  Press  news  stories  to  individuals  and  news  agencies  across  the  country,  according 
to  Will  Hall,  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention's  vice  president  for  convention  news. 

Hall  said  the  phony  Baptist  Press  stories  have  been  emailed  under  the  names  "newsforuse"  and 
"thebaptistpress."  Baptist  Press  stories  received  from  those  email  addresses  are  not  authentic,  he 
warned.  One  national  newspaper  nearly  ran  a  phony  Baptist  Press  story  that  included  a  berating 
of  evangelist  Billy  Graham.  However,  a  religion  editor  familiar  with  Baptist  Press  copy  became 
suspicious  and  pulled  the  story.  The  altered  Baptist  Press  copy  originated  from  a  website  run  by 
*  ganization  identified  as  Christian  News  Today. 

all  said  measures  are  being  taken  to  stop  the  "electronic  sabotage"  of  Baptist  Press.  "Our  attor- 
are  looking  into  the  matter  and  we  intend  on  contacting  the  Internet  Service  Provider  for  rem- 
’  Hall  said.  In  the  meantime,  the  veracity  of  any  copy  attributed  to  Baptist  Press  can  be  veri 
fied  at  the  Baptist  Press  website,  www.sbc.net.  Subscribers 
address,  www.sbcbaptistpress.org. 


an 


can  receive  daily  releases  under  the 


was  riding  along  in  the  car  with 
his  dad  and  said,  "Let's  sing 
some  church  songs."  The  daa 
asked,  "What  song  do  you 
want  to  sing?"  The  little 
>lied,  "Let's  sing  the 
and  Bop  Me'  song."  The 
dad,  who  was  puzzled,  said,  "I 
don't  believe  I've  ever  heard 
the  'Sock  Me  and  Bop  Me' 
song!"  The  little  boy  saia,  "Oh, 
Daa,  we  sing  it  in  church  all  the 
time!"  Trying  to  help  each  other 
out,  they  finally  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  ne  was  wantin 
to  sing,  "He  sought  me  an 
bought  me  with  his  redeeming 
love."  Most  of  us  know  it  as 
"Victory  in  Jesus,"  but  what  a 
little  child  hears,  as  others  sing, 
may  be  slightly  different. 

Even  when  we  try,  in  a 
world  known  for  communica¬ 
tion  and  information,  we  can 
still  completely  miss  the  mark. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  are 
dimensions  of  communication 
that  make  up  for  our  inabilities 
to  be  accurate.  The  greatest 
help  we  have  is  love.  Scripture 
teaches  that  we  are  to  spealc  the 
truth  in  love.  When  we  commu¬ 
nicate  in  love,  even  when  there 
is  miscommunication,  love  fills 
in  some  of  the  cracks  and 
crevices  and  overcomes  some 
of  the  burdens  and  breaks. 

Think  about  the  difference 
love  makes  in  the  most  rudi¬ 


mentary  case.  A  mom  or  dad,  or 
a  grandparent,  can  come  up  to 
a  Tittle  child  and  gently  tickle 
him  and  in  a  pleasant,  but  gruff 
voice,  say,  "I'm  gonna  get  you!" 
The  little  child  will  squirm,  .gig¬ 
gle,  smile,  and  get  excited. 

The  same,  identical  expres¬ 
sion  can  be  said  by  a  stranger 
and  fear  will  grip  the  child's 
heart  to  the  point  where  you 
can  see  it  reflected  in  his  face. 
Love  makes  a  difference! 

I  remember,  many  years  ago, 
a  church  that  ran  its  pastor  off 
—  voted  him  out,  sent  him 
away.  Some  time  later  they 
called  a  new  pastor  and  after  a 
few  months  someone  asked  a 
member  of  that  church,  "Why 
did  ya'll  run  off  that  other 
preacher?  The  pastor  you  have 
now  preaches  just  as  nard  and 
straight  as  the  other  one  did.  I 
don't  see  that  there- is  any  dif¬ 
ference  between  the  two  of 
them!"  The  member  respond¬ 
ed,  "Oh,  there  is  a  lot  of  differ¬ 
ence!"  "Well,  what  is  the  differ¬ 
ence?"  the  person  asked.  The 
member  of  the  church  said, 
"Well,  let  me  explain  it  this 
way.  That  first  pastor  used  to 
preach  and  tell  us  we  were 
going  to  hell  and  the  pastor  we 
nave  now  preaches  and  tells  us 
we  are  going  to  hell  —  but  the 
first  pastor  seemed  to  be  happy 
about  it!" 

When  you  don't  understand 
everything  you  hear  or  see,  and 
when  you  can't  comprehend  all 
the  swirling  winds  around  your 
life,  just  remember  this:  ''God 
loves  you!  Unconditionally,  he 
loves  you!  Unrelentingly,  he 
loves  you!" 

Often,  for  many  of  us  who 
have  experienced  hts  love, 
unexpectedly,  he  loves  us. 
Don't  you  ever  forget  it! 
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Teenagers  seek  to  keep  YouthLink  promises 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  To 
keep  a  promise  to  God,  18-year- 
old  Lydia  Edrington  is  going  to 
Africa  to  work  for  two  weeks 
with  Southern  Baptist  mission¬ 
aries  in  Burkina  Faso. 

"God  has  given  me  a  burden 
for  the  1.86  billion  people  in  the 
world  who  have  never  neard  the 
name  of  Jesus  and  why  he 
came,"  said  Edrington,  of 
Bradenton,  Fla.  "I  pray  God  can 
use  me  in  some  small  way  as  he 
did  the  little  boy  with  tne  two 
fishes  and  five  loaves." 

That's  just  one  example  of 
Southern  Baptist  teens  fulfilling 
the  commitments  they  made  six 
months  ago  at  YouthLink  2000. 

More  than  46,000  young  peo¬ 
ple  gathered  for  YouthLink  2000 


"YouthLink  was  the  great¬ 
est  event  in  our  youth's  histo¬ 
ry!"  said  Sharon  Bender, 
youth  worker  at  Tabernacle. 

•  The  youth  group  from 
Second  Church  in  King's 
Mountain,  N.C.,  is  traveling  to 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  July  21-29  to 
conduct  Vacation  Bible  School 
in  the  inner  city  and  work  with 
a  homeless  ministry  spon¬ 
sored  by  a  church  in  the  area. 

Richard  Ross,  LifeWay 
youth  ministry  consultant  ana 
one  of  the  co-chairmen  of 
YouthLink,  thinks  the  confer¬ 
ence's  impact  will  be  felt  for 
generations  to  come. 

"YouthLink  2000  has  made 
an  indelible  mark  on  the 

CLORIFYINC  COD  -  Over  46  000  youth  gathered  in  Anaheim, 


KcwJacSe"  n  GLORIFY, NO  COD  Over  46  000  youth  gathered  in  Anaheim, 

Dec.  31  to  celebrate  the  arrival  of  Denver,  Houston  St.  Louis,  Atlanta,  Philadelphia,  and  Tampa  to  celebrate  saw  a  vision  for  (h,, 

the  year  2000.  Students  met  in  the  t>jm,n8  °f  th.e  millennium  Dec.  31  .  They  worshipped,  listened  to  wotj(j  they  will  never  forget," 
arenas  and  conference  centers  to  ^kers,  and  enjoyed  concerts  while  realizing  the  importance  of  reach-  Rosssaid.  ^e  'rest  of  the  story' 
worship  and  to  listen  to  speakers  m8  world  with  the  news  of  Jesus  Christ.  (BP  photo  by  Suzanna  Saadi)  wd|  not  tojd  for  decades." 
and  musical  groups  emphasizing  To  join  a  discussion  about 

the  need  to  reach  the  world  with  the  Gospel.  •  Will  Aleshire,  minister  of  music  and  YouthLink's  impact  or  tell  how  you  are  fol- 


the  need  to  reach  the  world  with  the  Gospel. 
The  event  was  sponsored  by  LifeWay 
Christian  Resources,  the  International 
Mission  Board,  North  American  Mission 
Board,  and  Woman's  Missionary  Union. 

As  they  welcomed  the  new  millennium, 
thousands  of  students  publicly  told  God 
they  were  available  for  future  career  mis¬ 
sionary  service. 

In  addition,  more  than  4,000  promised 
they  would  spend  a  summer,  semester,  or 
year  doing  God's  work  full  time  before 
they  graduate  from  college.  Now  it's  time 
to  start  fulfilling  those  promises,  and  many 
students  are  keeping  tneir  word. 

"We've  had  an  increase  of  over  5,000 
participants  in  World  Changers  [youth 
mission  program]  compared  to  last  year," 
said  Lynn  Taylor,  director  of  student  evan¬ 
gelism  at  the  North  American  Mission 
Board.  "Part  of  the  credit  may  go  to  the 
exposure  students  and  youth  ministers  had 
to  the  mission  opportunities  presented  at 
YouthLink." 

International  World  Changers  has  seen 
an  increase  as  well,  but  more  results  from 


youth  at  First  Church,  Hinesville,  Ga.,  is 
leading  a  group  of  high  school  students  as 
they  minister  July  15-22  to  the  people  of 
Culiacan,  Mexico,  through  International 
World  Changers. 

•  Matt  Mantooth,  17,  of  Greenville,  S.C., 
joined  International  World  Changers  in 
Australia  to  help  build  facilities  for 
Southern  Baptists  to  use  as  they  minister 
during  the  2000  Summer  Olympics  in 
Sydney.  He  also  led  sports  camps  and  gave 
his  testimony  in  Australian  schools. 

•  The  youth  at  Padre  Island  Church  in 
Corpus  Christi,  Texas,  are  leading  back¬ 
yard  Bible  clubs  in  low-income  housing 
areas  of  San  Antonio. 

"Our  youth  caught  a  vision  and  passion 
for  what  God  can  do  through  them,  and 
our  youth  ministry  has  exploded  since 
YouthLink,"  said  Darren  Sutton,  minister 
of  youth  and  discipleship  at  Padre  Island. 
"Before  YouthLinlc,  we  averaged  eight 
youth,  but  now  we  average  40." 

•  Youth  from  Tabernacle  Church  in  New 
Bern,  N.C.,  are  partnering  with  the  inner- 


To  join  a  discussion  about 
YouthLink's  impact  or  tell  how  you  are  fol¬ 
lowing  up  on  a  YouthLink  commitment, 
visit  http://www.imb.org/forum. 


SWBTS  prof 
John  Newport 
suffers  stroke 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP) 
—  John  P.  Newport,  distin¬ 
guished  professor  of  philosophy 
of  religion  emeritus  at 
Southwestern  Seminary 

(SWBTS),  suffered  a  stroke  June 
1 4  but  has  been  moved  from  an 
intensive  care  unit  at  Harris 
Methodist  Hospital  in  Fort 
Worth  to  the  hospital's  continu¬ 
ing  care  unit.  Newport  has 
made  improvement  since  slip¬ 
ping  into  a  coma  following  a 
second  surgery  to  stem  hem¬ 
orrhaging  in  his  brain. 


YouthLink  are  expected  next  summer  after  city  mission  in  Atlanta  they  worked  with 
churches  have  had  more  time  to  plan  inter-  during  YouthLink.  They  are  raising  funds 
national  trips.  to  provide  a  new  roof  for  the  people  with 

There's  no  shortage  of  mission  action  whom  they  worked,  and  have  named  the 
this  summer.  campaign  "Raisin'  the  Roof." 

NAMB  introduces  personal  evangelism  strategy 


ORLANDO,  Fla.  (BP)  — 
Linda  had  been  to  only  a  few  ses¬ 
sions  of  "The  Net"  —  the  North 
American  Mission  Board's 
(NAMB)  new  strategy  for  per¬ 
sonal  evangelism  —  when  a 
friend  called  and  asked  about 
her  newfound  Christian  faith. 

She  was  nonetheless  able  to 
weave  her  testimony  of  how 
Christ  had  changed  her  life  with 
the  biblical  basis  for  salvation, 
recounted  her  pastor,  Mike 
Landry  of  Sarasota  (Fla.)  Church. 
By  the  end  of  the  call,  her  friend 
had  prayed  to  accept  Christ. 

Landry  shared  the  story  dur¬ 
ing  an  introductory  reception 
for  "The  Net"  June  13  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  annual 
meeting  in  Orlando. 

The  Sarasota  church  was  one 
of  several  churches  participat- 


The  first  major  personal 
evangelism  training  tool  for 
churcnes  introduced  by  the 
North  American  Mission  Board 
since  its  organization  in  1997, 
"The  Net"  helps  individuals 
merge  a  gospel  presentation 
with  personal  testimony,  said 
Ray  Jones,  manager  of  NAMB's 
personal  evangelism  unit. 

"A  postmodern  culture  is 
very  receptive  to  the  idea  of 
story,  and  so  'The  Net' 
approach  is  you  tell  your 
story,"  Jones  said.  "The  one 
thing  you  can  get  a  hearing  on 
is  your  personal  experience." 

"The  Net"  also  helps 


church  structures,  he  said.  Its 
eight  sessions  of  training  can  be 
customized  in  formats  varying 
from  a  single  weekend  to  eight 
weekly  sessions.  No  certifica¬ 
tion  is  required,  he  added,  and 
the  cost  —  $59.95  for  the  basic 
kit  at  introduction  —  is  low 
enough  that  every  church 
should  be  able  to  participate. 

"The  Net"  is  designed  to  be 
just  one  of  the  tools  available  to 
churches  to  equip  members  to 
share  their  faith,  Jones  said.  It 
grew  out  of  an  effort  to  update 
the  Continuing  Witness 
Training  (CWT)  resource  devel- 


able  and  supported  by  the 
agency  through  the  end  or  2001. 

John  Avant,  pastor  of  New 
Hope  Church  in  Fayetteville, 
Ga.,  said  the  last  thing  his 
church  was  looking  for  was 
"another  program,"  but  "The 
Net"  met  a  need  for  equipping 
individuals  to  share  their  faith 
who  often  are  not  comfortable 
with  traditional  evangelism 
training  programs. 

"I  have  in  my  church,  as  you 
have,  an  army  of  people  who 
have  a  story  to  tell,  and  they 
have  relationships  with  people 
with  whom  they  can  tell  tnat 
story,"  Avant  said.  "I  need  a 


KEEPING  THEIR  PROMISES 

—  Responding  to  the  missions 
challenge,  students  at 
YouthLink  2000  in  Denver  fill 
out  commitment  cards  which 
pledge  prayer,  participation,  or 
support  of  missions.  More  than 
4,000  students  promised  God 
that  they  would  spend  a  sum¬ 
mer,  semester,  or  year  doing 
God's  work  full  time  before 
they  graduate  from  college. 
This  summer,  students  are  ful¬ 
filling  those  commitments  by 
participating  in  projects  such 
as  World  Changers  and  serv¬ 
ing  as  summer  missionaries  in 
the  U.S.  and  overseas.  (BP 
photo  by  Russell  Rankin) 


ing  in  field  tests  of  the  strategy  designed  to  be  flexible  enough 
earlier  this  year.  to  be  integrated  into  existing 


"The  Net"  also  helps  oped  in  the  late  1970s.  The  story,"  Avant  said.  "I  need  a 
Christians  develop  the  skills  to  agency  soon  realized,  however,  way  to  mobilize  those  people, 
build  relationships  with  unbe-  that  a  completely  different  'Many  of  them  thmk  that 
lievers  —  a  prerequisite  in  many  approach  was  needed.  unless  they  are  evangelism  pro¬ 

cases  for  winning  the  opportuni-  '"The  Net'  was  birthed  out  fessionals  that  they  can't  do  it," 
ty  to  share  one's  faith,  Jones  said,  of  a  desire  to  create  a  tool  that  he  added. 

The  program  also  is  could  easily  be  used  to  reach  For  more  information  on  "The 
designed  to  be  flexible  enough  postmodems,"  he  said,  noting  Net,"  visit  www.namb.net/ 
to  be  integrated  into  existing  CWT  will  continue  to  be  avail-  thenet. 


For  more  information  on  "The 
Net,"  visit  www.namb.net/ 
thenet. 
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Baptist  Memorial  Health  provide  non-invasive  care  to  Baptist  Health  Systems' 
Care,  Memphis,  Term.,  will  host  members  of  their  spiritual  com-  Volunteer  Auxiliary  Board  has 
a  Congregational  Nursing  munity,  the  class  is  intended  for  awarded  nursing  scholarships  to 
Symposium  at  the  Baptist  Minor  experienced  practitioners  want-  two  local  students,  James  Poison 
Medical  Center  in  dive  Branch,  ing  to  pursue  careers  in  congre-  of  Braxton  and  Jacqueline  Stepp 
from  July  26-29.  Designed  for  gational  nursing.  For  more  infor-  of  Ridgeland.  The  Auxiliary 
registered  nurses  that  want  to  mation,  call  (901)  227-4580.  Board  gives  the  annual  award  to 

one  or  two  nursing  students 
entering  their  senior  year  in 

•  nursing  with  a  GPA  of  2.5  or  bet- 

ter  from  the  Mississippi  College 
School  of  Nursing.  Stepp,  a 
|  member  of  First  Church, 
Ridgeland,  plans  to  pursue  a 
master's  degree  in  pediatric 
nursing,  newborn  nursing,  labor 
TsB  and  delivery,  or  midwifery  and 
will  be  traveling  on  a  medical 
MB  mission  trip  to  Russia  this 
ggfB  summer.  Poison,  who  current- 
ly  serves  as  worship  leader  at 
ijjllB  Restoration  Community 
''' Church  in  Richland,  plans  to 
Ground  breaking  at  Beulah  Church,  Decatur  work  as  a  family  or  pediatric 

nurse  practitioner  and  serve  as 


Barnes  Crossing  Church, 
Lee  Association,  will  host  a 
gospel  singing  on  July  30  at  6 
p.m.  J.  D.  Johnson  is  pastor. 


First  Church,  Lucedale, 

recently  held  a  recognition 
service  for  its  GAs.  Pictured 
(front  row,  from  left)  are 
Maggie  Branson,  Natalie 
Gilmore,  Jacqulyn  Ladnier, 

Carrie  Dickerson,  Brooke 
Havard;  (second  row)  Toni 
Kittrell,  Brittany  Turner, 

Heather  Mardis,  Jordan  Smith, 
Rae  Ann  Jones;  (third  row) 
Deanna  Turner,  Hannah 

Adkins,  Lauren  Gardner,  Jamie 
Scott;  (fourth  row)  Caitlyn 
Hilbun,  Brooke  Martin,  and 
Whitney  Martin.  Leaders  are 
Debbie  Brannan,  Nola 

Gilmore,  Connie  Hilbun,  and 
Pfeggy  Curd  is  director. 


Palestine  Church,  Raymond,  held  a  victory  service  and  ground¬ 
breaking  ceremony  on  Mother's  Day,  May  1 4.  The  church  is  rebuild¬ 
ing  after  a  fire  destroyed  the  building  on  Jan.  17.  Building  crews 
from  Kolola  Springs  Church,  New  Salem  Church,  and  Caledonia 
Church,  Caledonia;  Community  Church,  Columbus;  and  Alta 
Woods  Church,  Jackson;  recently  joined  together  to  begin  framing 
the  building.  Churches  interested  in  a  mission  project  for  the  sum¬ 
mer  in  helping  rebuild  this  historic  church,  contact  Jerry  File  at  (601 ) 
885-2002.  Building  committee  (pictured,  from  left)  are  James 
Moudy;  Jerry  File,  pastor;  Lamar  Wigley;  Rodger  Hinton;  Bob 
Chandler;  and  Lewis  Kilgore.  Not  pictured  is  Larry  Perry. 


Green,  Poison,  Stepp,  and  Terry 
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RATE:  60  cents  pet  word.  $6  minimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract  advertising, 
include  name,  address,  zip  code,  and  phone  number  in  word  count  No  Wind  ads.  ONLY 
WRITTEN  AD5  ACCEPTED. 


WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  VANS  Featuring  6  CFI 


PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  Baptistries, 
to  1 5  passenger  vans,  customized  and  steeples,  &  stained  glass,  MS  & 
panel  vans.  Daily  and  weekly  rates.  ALA.  1  -800-830-0583, 

Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  Jackson  (601)  HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 
948-3391.  Since  1965.  Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication, 

PARADISE  LANES:  Mississippi's  only  Repair.  Fax  illustrations  to  (601 )  483- 
smoke  and  alcohol  free  Bowling  7958  or  call  1  -800-368-2705. 

Center.  Call  about  Lock-ins,  group  GROUPS  CALL  KELLER'S  COUNTRY 
rates,  fund  raisers,  and  leagues.  DORM  RESORT,  Eureka  Springs,  Ark, 
Located  at  820  Cooper  Road,  Jackson,  for  excellent  seats  at  The  Great  Fission 


GREAT  PASSION  ELAY-  2000 

The  story  for  our  time.  The  story  for  all  time. 
There's  never  been  a  better  time. 

America’s  #  I  attended  outdoor  drama 
combines  a  cast  of  hundreds,  exotic  animals 
and  state-of-the-art  sound  for  an 
awe-inspiring  experience  you’ll  never  forget. 


PART-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER  NEED¬ 
ED.  Send  resume  to:  Providence 
Baptist  Church,  cjo  Dicky  Taylor,  301 
Fayette  Davis  Avenue,  Cleveland,  MS 

38732. _ 

PIANIST  NEEDED  at  Kreole  Avenue 
Baptist  Church,  Moss  Point.  Call 
228-475-1  306. 

NEW  LIFE  CHURCH  of  Leaf, 
Mississippi,  is  taking  applications  for 
praise  and  worship  leader.  Send 
resume  to  Jerry  Rawls  at  HC  2  Box 
4005,  McLain,  MS  39456,  phone 
601-753-2507. 


greatpassionplay 


HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Office  of  Communication 


July  14,  2000 


Discipleship  and 
Family  Ministries 
Church  Leadership  Training 


July  27-29 


Tuesday,  August  1 

Main  Street  Baptist  Church 
Hattiesburg,  7  p.m.-9  p.m. 


Thursday,  August  3 
First  Baptist  Church 
Newton,  7  p.m.-9  p.m. 

F  riday-Saturday,  August  4-5 
Gulfshore  North,  Growing  Churches 
(Sponsored  by  Lee  Association) 

Calvary  Baptist  Church 
Thpelo,  Fri.  7-9  p.m..  Sat.  8-11:30  a.m. 
Training  for  North  Mississippi 
Call  Calvary  Baptist  Church  for  info:  (662)566-1700 


Call  the  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministries  Department 
for  more  info:  1-800-748-1651  or  601-968-3800  ( in  Jackson) 


TiudM 


For  reservation  information,  contact  Frank  Simmons,  manager 
Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly,  100  First  Street 
Pass  Christian,  MS  39571-3299 
Telephone:  (228)  452-7261  Fax:  (228)  452-7263 

MasterCard  and  Visa  can  be  used  for  reservations  and  payment  of  bill. 

Please  call  the  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry  Department  for  more  info: 
(601)  968-3800  or  1-800-748-1651. 


PLANNING  PROCESS  for  the 
NEW  CHURCH  YEAR  2000  -  2001 
brochure  available 


000  Will 


\l\l\Ci 


Contact  the  Church  Administration  -  Pastoral  Ministries  Department 

Jor  copies  at  I  -800-748-1651  or  In  Jackson  968-3600 


ONLY  on  Monday ,  July  31 

Camp  Garaywa,  Clinton 
2:00  p.m.-4:30  p.m.  OR  6:00  p.m.-8:30  p.m. 

FEATURING 

•  Planning  for  an  incredible  WMU  Church  Year 
Kay  Cassibry 

•  Women  Reaching  Women 

Page  Hughes 

•  Woman  to  Woman:  Preparing  Yourself  to  Mentor 

Liz  McGraw 

•  The  Missions  Mosaic  Menu 

Kathy  Bums 


CHRISTIAN  WOMEN’S  JOB  CORPS 

Site  Cfmimdm  Jmmmg.  fluty  20-22.  Cmmp  Qmeym,  Ctmhm 

For  registration  information,  contact  Tammy  Anderson 
WMU  Department,  MBCB 
at  1-800-748-1651  or  in  Jackson  at  292-3323. 


September  Sunday  School  Training 

The  Power  to  Change  •  The  Power  of  Spiritual  Transformation 


September  8  and  9 
First  Baptist  Church,  Batesville 

Guest  Speaker:  Chuck  Pourciau 
Pastor,  Broadmoor  Baptist  Church 
Shreveport,  La. 

No  pre-registration,  no  cost,  no  childcare  provided. 
Registration  begins  at  3:30  p.m. 


Pastor,  Vaughn  Forest  Baptist  Church 
Montgomery,  Ala. 

No  pre-registration,  no  cost,  no  childcare  provided. 
Registration  begins  at  5  JO  p.m. 


MEN'S  MINISTRY  STATE 
LEADERSHIP  TRAINING 

August  11-12,  2000 
Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat, 
Kosciusko 


Friday's  Featured  Speaker 
Jim  Futral 

Executive  Director-Treasurer, 

Saturday's  Featured  Speaker 
Harold  Watson 
Retired  Missionary,  Philippines 


AREAS  of  TRAINING 

All  sessions  are  designed  to  equip  church  leadership  to  have  a 
more  effective  program. 

•  Developing  a  Life-Changing  Men's  Ministry  in  the  Church 

•  New  Royal  Ambassadors  Leaders  Training 

•  Experienced  Royal  Ambassador  Leadership 

•  Royal  Ambassador's  Missions  and  Activities 

•  Developing  Small  Groups  That  Work  FRIDAY 

•  How  to  Develop  Mission  Projects  feoO  do.  Repstmtion 

•  Camp  Craft  Training  for  Leaders  k3Q  Supper 

•  Baptist  Men  On  Mission  730  Opening  Session 

•  Reaching  Men  Outside  the  Church 

•  Lay  Renewal  SATURDAY 

•  Disaster  Relief  7m  ***  Breakfast 

•  World  Changers/Challengers  8:00  Sessions  Begin 


Jane  Barrett, 
certified  church 
secretary  Instructor 
for  LifeWay  Christian 
Resources,  and 
Church  Administrator 
at  lit.  Hebron  baptist 
Church  in  Elmore. 
Alabama,  where  she 
has  been  on  staff  for 
18  years. 


For  more  information,  contact: 

Kay  McDonnell 

Church  Administration-Pastoral  Ministries  Department,  MBCB 
1-800-748-1651  or  292-3305  ore-mail:  kmcdonnell@mbcb.org. 


Contact  the  Men's  Ministry  Department  for  more  information 
1-800-748-1651  or  in  Jackson  968-3800 


Professional  Certification  for 
Ministry  Assistants  and 
Ministry  Office  SkillShops 


August  15-17,  2000 
Camp  Garaywa,  Clinton 


Conferences  begin  at  6:30  on  Friday  A  detailed  listing  of  faculty  and 

night  and  conclude  by  noon  on  conferences  may  be  found  at 

Saturday  at  three  our  site:  www.mbcb.org/ss 

Conferences  offered  at  all  three  locations  on: 

•  Preschool,  children,  youth  and  adult  curriculum  and  ministry  update. 

•  Curriculum  updates  and  conferences  for  pastors,  Sunday  School  directors  and  other  general  officers. 

•  Electives  for  all  age  groups,  including  teaching  and  ministry  ideas  for  small  churches. 

Additional  conferences  for  smaller  churches  offered  at  Batesville  and  Gulfshore  locations. 


<<*■ 


// 


7/ 


August  14 

First  Baptist  Church ,  Greenville 

August  17 

First  Baptist  Church,  Brookhaven 

7-9  p.m. 

Pre-registration  by  August  9 

featuring 

Larry  Gamer,  author  of 
" Five  Handles  for  Getting  a  Grip  on 
Your  Sunday  School.  ~ 

Larry  is  director  of  church  services  for  the  Metro 


It  works  better  when  you  have  a  handle!' 

In  this  highly  interactive  session,  Larry  Gamer  will  help  you,  the  Sunday  School  direc¬ 
tor,  "get  a  grip"  on  your  Sunday  School.  How?  It  always  works  better  with  a  handle! 
The  Five  Handles  are  five  primary  actions  that  must  be  in  place  if  you  are  to  have  an 
effective  Sunday  School.  Together  these  handles  make  up  essential  tools  for  building 
the  Kingdom. 


Pre-Registration  Form 
Sunday  School  Director's  Seminar 

t - -  - 

Name  _ 


Day  Phone  Number 

Mailing  Address  _ 

City _ 


State 


I  serve  as  Sunday  School  Director  for . 

_ Miss. 


_ Zip 

Baptist  Church, 


in 


I  will  attend  the  seminar  at 

FBC,  Greenville 

... 

□  FBC,  Brookhaven 

Pre-register  by  Wednesday,  August  9,  and  you  will  receive,  at  no  charge,  a  copy  of 
"Five  Handles  for  Getting  a  Grip  on  Your  Sunday  School"  at  the  conference. 

Complete  and  return  to:  Sunday  School  Department,  PO  Box  530,  Jackson  MS  39205 

You  ownr  also  repster  online  at  wwwjnbdiMc/w 


Baptist  Association.  He  has  written  curriculum  mate-  ** 

rials  and  articles  appearing  in  numerous  magazines.  Sunday  sdwoi  Department  i-800-7«-i65i ,  or  ass-amo  locally  _ 


BAPTISTS 


Media  Libraries... Ministering  With  Vision 


Church  Media  Library  Conference/ 


CONFERENCE 


SESSION  DESCRIPTIONS 


-a  a-  T  x  T  T  /"i  m 


Hope  is  former  Media  Library  director  at 
Temple  Baptist  Church,  Ruston,  Louisiana. 
She  is  also  an  approved  worker  for  Church 
Media  Program,  LifeWay  Christian 
Resources,  Nashville,  Tennessee. 


Rita  is  (he  Media  Library  director  at 
First  Baptist  Church,  Euless,  Texas, 
and  a  national  specialist  for  Church 
Media  Program,  LifeWay  Christian 
Resources,  Nashville,  Tennessee. 


All  reservations  must  be  made  directly  i 
GULFSHORE  BAPTIST  ASSEMBLY. 
Call  228-452-7261  for  reservations. 


Women 

Reaching 

Women 

Retreat 


Central  Hills  Baptist  Church 
October  20-21 

Registration  brochures  will  be  mailed  in 
August!  Also,  look  for  the  registration  form 
in  the  Baptist  Record. 


Emphasis:  “Make  Known  the  Mystery  throughout  Mississippi” 

Praise/Worship,  Seminars,  Sisters  sharing,  praising  and  praying,  etc. 


Some  break  out  sessions  will  be: 

Titus  2  Woman  -  statewide  Mentoring  Matchup 
HeartCall  -  women  sharing  God’s  heart  (Bring  a  woman  with  you  who  needs  Jesus 
and/or  bring  one  whom  you  led  to  Jesus.) 

Virtuous  Reality  -  targeting  collegiate  Women 
Friendship  Evangelism  -  target  campus  Women  on  Mission  to  reach 
the  Internationals  on  campus. 


Contact  the  WMU  for  more  info:  1-800-748-1651  or  in  Jackson  968-3800 


Place:  Pearl  River  Baptist  Association  Camp  (601)798-2372 
Cost:  $45  includes  meals  and  registration  fee. 
Registration  deadline:  September  7 
You  must  complete  all  class  times  to  receive 
ARW  certification  from  NAMB. 

Contact  the  WMU  for  more  info:  I  -800-748- 1651  or  in  Jackson  968-3800 


Xu,  fa u..  July  14-27,  2000 

Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  968-3800,  Ext.  3904  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-PRAY 


'VKATfFR  15  *T4fE  'WLQl'WNYNQ  'TOTNT  Of  'KWQTVFWE55  - 

'When  We  pray  for  someone  Who  has  hurt  us.  We  aiioW  Qob  to  enter  the  healing 
process.  5omeone  once  sail.  There  is  nothing  that  makes  us  lo\7e  a  person  so 
much  as  praying  for  him. 


Women's  Recopiition  Sunday  j  Foe  (1)  GA/Acteens  Summer 
(Christian  Action  Commission  Camp;  Camp  Garaywa  (WMU), 
Emphasis).  Express  appreciation  (2)  Royal 

for  what  they  do  in  your  church  Ambassador/Challenger  Camp; 
and  have  a  special  prayer  for  Central  Hills  Retreat,  (Men's 


Ministry) 


Malays  of  Malaysia  have  at  least  | 
a  cognitive  understanding  of  the  | 
power  and  sovereignty  of  God 
|  but  know  little  of  His  loving 
desire  to  relate  to  us  in  a  per¬ 
sonal  way.  Pray  that  Malays 
wilt  come  to  understand  more 
of  our  Father's  love  through 
believers  they  meet. 


Pray  that  Mossi  Baptists  will 
maintain  their  biblical  witness 
in  Burkina  Faso  in  the  face  of 
traditional  funeral  practices 
involving  prayers  for  the  dead 
and  prayers  to  the  ancestral 
spirits.  There'ire  many  of  these 
celebrations  at  this  Hrik  with 
much  drunkenness. 


For  (1)  Baptist  Youth  Night; 
Mississippi  Coliseum;  (ackson; 
(MBCB)  (2)  Lloyd  Gibbs  is  a 
church  planter  intern  working 
with  the  Living  Hope  Baptist 
Church  in  Hm  Springs,  Ark. 

Pray  also  for  th*  need  °f  a 


Ford)  Older  Children's 
Conference;  Gulfshore 
(Equipping  Team),  (2)  Christian 
Women's  )ob  Corp  Training; 
Patterson  Place,  Garaywa; 
(WMU)  — * 


For  (1)  Mother/Daughter 
Overnight;  Camp  Garaywa, 
(WMU)  Lad/Dad  Weekend 
(Men'  Ministry),  (2)  Pray  for 
those  who  are  addicted  to  gam- 
•  Wing.  C.H.  burgeon  said,  "The 
worst  thing  that  ran  happen  to 
|  a  man  whenJtf  gambles  is  that 
he  wins!" 


For  (1)  Baptist  Youth  Program, 
(MBCB)  (2)  "Operation 
Starting  Line,"  a  five  year  prison 
evangelism  and  discipleship 
,  program  designed  to  reach 
every  prisoner  in  the  United 
States.  Pray  for  all  the  groups 
who  are  sponsoring  this. 


For  (1)  III  Centrifuge;  (Life 
Way),  (2)  Pray  for  persecuted 
Christians.  This  plague  affects 
over  200  million  people,  with 
an  additional  400  million  suffer 
ing  from  discrimination  and 
legal  impediments." 


' Women’s  ‘Prayer  Ceiebration  (Retreat 


Speaker:  Chris  Adams 
Musician:  Donna  Landed 
Missionary  'Emphasis:  Paula  Smith 

September  29-30 
Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 
Pass  Christian 

Seminars: 

•  Gifts  from  the  Heart  -  Debora  Watts 

•  Transformed  Lives:  Taking  Women’s 
Ministry  to  the  Next  Level  -  Christ  Adams 

•  Sisters  Who  Care  -  Debora  Joiner 

•  Launching  Language  Ministries  - 
Paula  Smith 

•  Plus  many  more  led  by  the  Women  of  the 
State  Visionary  Team 

Contact  tfie  ‘WMTLfor  more  info:  1-800-748-1651 
or  in  J action,  968-3800 


The  Baptist  Record 


Wonderful  to 
experience! 
Great  to 
remember! 


ANNUITY  BOARD 


This  five-day  meeting  is  for 
retired  pastors,  church  staff, 
denominational  workers  and 
spouses.  To  make  your 
reservations,  call  Shocco 
Springs  Conference  Center  at 
1-800-280-1105. 


First  Church,  Waynesboro,  recently  recognized  Wayne  Meeks, 

minister  of  music,  for  twenty  years  of  service.  A  covered  dish  lun¬ 
cheon  was  held  in  his  honor  and  a  love  offering  was  presented  to  him 
from  the  church  family.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Dejuan  Walley,  pas¬ 
tor;  Doug  White,  retired  pastor;  Marsha  Meeks;  and  Wayne  Meeks. 


First  Church,  Durant,  held 
its  GA  Recognition  Service  on 
May  7.  Girls  pictured  (first  row, 
left)  are  Meagan  Kernop; 
Chelsie  McNeer;  Jessica  Bell; 


First  Church,  Richton,  has 

recently 
called  Robert 
Daily 
(Buddy) 

Keyes  Jr.,  as 
pastor.  Keyes 
received  nis 
education  at 
William 
Carey 

College  and  Keyes 

New  Orleans 

Seminary.  He  previously  pas- 
tored  Indian  Springs  Church, 
Laurel. 


Longview  Church, 

Starkville,  has  called  Steve 


f  Ctl  fat  Fr»*  Y  BAPTISTRIES  ^ 

|  BROCHURE  USC?  HEATERS,  PUMPS 

FACTORY  DIRECT 

TOLL  FREE  NATIONWIDE 
I-BOO-tSl-067* 

FIBERGLASS  BAPTISTRY  CO 
3511  HIXSON  PIKE  •  CHATTANOOGA  TN  37415, 


Brittany  Grayson;  Carly  Welch; 
Mikeala  Patrick;  Tori  Kernop; 
(back  row)  Susan  Welch,  leader; 
Judy  Arnold,  WMU  director; 
ana  Rita  Rodgers,  leader. 


Huber  of  Jackson  as  pastor 
effective  June  1.  Huber  received 
his  education  at  Louisiana  State 
University,  New  Orleans 
Seminary,  and  Southeastern 
Seminary.  He  previously 
served  as  associate  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Pearl. 

L.  H.  McCollough  is  serving 
as  interim 
pastor  at 
Rocky  Creek 
Church, 

Lucedale.  He 
has  served  in 
the  pastoral 
ministry  for 
40  years  in 
Mississippi, 

Louisiana,  McCollough 
and  Arkansas. 

He  retired  Dec.  31,  1997. 


North  Greenwood  Church, 
Greenwood,  held  "Bob  Day" 
June  11  in  celebration  of  Bob 
Hatzfeld's  20th  anniversary. 
After  serving  as  minister  of 
music  at  North  Greenwood 
Church  for  13  years,  Hatzfeld 
became  associate  pastor  in  1993. 
A  reception  was  held,  as  well  as  a 
testimonial  evening  worship 
hour.  Gifts  included  a  trip  any¬ 


where  in  the 
world  for  him 
and  his  wife 
Frankie,  as 
well  as  a  mon¬ 
etary  bonus. 
Hatzfeld  pre¬ 
viously  served 
22  years  in 
churches  in 
Arkansas. 


Hatzfeld 


GAs  of  First  Church  Durant 


Lebanon  Church,  Benton- 
Tippah  Association,  licensed 
Onnie  Ralph  and  Terry  Ray 
Vuncannon  to  the  ministry  on 
May  28.  Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Ralph;  Steven  Essary,  pastor; 
and  Vuncannon. 


Ebenezer  Church,  Liberty, 

has  called  Odus  Jackson  of 
Gloster  as  pastor.  Jackson 


returns  to  his  first  pastorate  after  Vuncannon  to  t 
41  years.  He  retired  from  the  May  28.  Picture! 
active  pastorate  in  July  of  1998  Ralph;  Steven 
after  almost  12  years  at  Leesburg  and  Vuncannon. 
Church,  Rankin  County. 

First  Church,  Shannon,  has 
called  Bryan  Homer  as  minister 
of  music  and  youth  effective 
May  28.  Horner  previously 
served  at  Bisseli  Church, 

Tupelo. 

Mantee  Church,  Webster 
Association, 
has  called 
Mark  Jones  as 
pastor,  effec¬ 
tive  June  5. 

Jones,  a 
native  of 
Clinton, 
received  his 
education  at 

Mississippi  Iones 

College  and  * 

Southwestern  Seminary. 


VBS  dates 


Shiloh,  Big  Creek:  July  1 7- 

21;  6:30-9:30  p.m;  bus  avail¬ 
able  for  pick  up. 

Zion  Hill,  Wesson:  July  1 7- 

21 ;  6-8  p.m.;  birth  to  age  1 2. 

Grandview  Church,  Pearl: 

July  16-20;  Sunday,  5:30  p.m.- 

8  p.m.;  Mon.  -  Thurs.,  7  p.m.- 

9  p.m.  with  supper  at  6:30 
p.m.;  classes  for  children  and 
adults  will  be  offered. 

Enon  Church,  Grenada: 

July  17-21;  Mon.,  5:30  p.m.- 
8:30  p.m.;  Tues.-Fri.,  6  p.m.- 
8:30  p.m.;  Mary  Ann  Hoop  is 
director. 


Ralph,  Essary,  and  Vuncannon 


Revival  Dates 


putably  listing  the  qualifica¬ 
tions  of  a  bishop.  In  the  New 
Testament,  the  words  bishop, 
elder,  overseer,  and  pastor  are 
used  interchangeably  to 
describe  the  same  men. 

Woman  have  their  God- 
\  given  roles  in  the  church,  and 
so  do  men.  Taking  Scripture 
at  its  word  (and  taking  God  at 
his  Word)  leave  no  room  for 
argument.  Only  men  are  to 
serve  as  pastors. 

It's  sad  enough  that  the 
teachings  of  Sigmund  Freud, 
Charles  Darwin,  John  Dewey, 
and  Gloria  Steinam  have  pre¬ 
eminence  in  our  schools.  For 
the  sake  of  the  Gospel,  we 
Christians  need  to  do  our  part 
to  thwart  the  influx  of  these 
satanic,  humanist  ideologies 
which  are  subtly  making  their 
way  into  the  church.  We  must 
stand  firmly  on  the  infallible, 
inerrant  Holv  Word  of  God! 
Anthony  Fowell 
WaynesDoro 


ers  and  sisters  in  the  Lord 
appreciate  you.  We  salute  you 
for  taking  this  stand  that  gave 
heartburn  to  the  liberal  the¬ 
ologians  and  made  the  hea¬ 
thens'  teeth  clench,  especially 
in  the  news  media. 

David  Worley,  pastor 
Evansville  Church 
Coldwater 


SUPPORTS  BF&M 


Much  opinion  has 
appeared  on  the  pages  of  this 
publication  of  late  concerning 
the  recently  revised  ana 
adopted  Baptist  Faith  and  things 
Message  (BF&M)  and  the 
committee  formed  to  recom¬ 
mend  it.  Most,  if  not  all,  has 
been  negative.  I  write  in  sup¬ 
port  of  the  committee  and,  as 
best  as  my  limited  capacity 
will  allow  me  to  infer,  the 
revised  BF&M,  including  the 
passage  limiting  the  position 
of  pastor  to  men. 

I  believe  the  members  of 
the  committee  —  men  and 
women  —  sought  God's  lead¬ 
ership  and  sagacity  in  revis¬ 
ing  the  entire  BF&M,  not  just 
the  men  as  pastor  issue,  and 
refused  to  acquiesce  to  the 
whims  of  a  lost  world  in  order  Way  to  go,  men  and  women 
to  be  politically  correct. 

Christians  are  to  affect  the 
world,  not  the  opposite. 

Certainly  women  can  con¬ 
tribute  to  fulfilling  the  Great 
Commission,  but  the  qualifi¬ 
cations  for  bishop  and  deacon 
explicitly  stated  in  1  Tim.  3 
are  dictated  by  God,  not  man. 

There  is  no  position  for  com¬ 
promise. 

Christians  are  called  to  be 
the  salt  of  the  earth,  to 
attempt  to  change  it  to  the 
favor  of  Christianity.  Too 
many  letters  in  this  publica¬ 
tion  of  late  indicate  a  reversal 
of  roles  and  a  desire  for  God's 
church  to  abandon  Scripture  Pittman, 

and  become  as  the  world.  C _ 

This  I  would  expect  to  find  in  Tageant,  pastor, 
a  secular  publication,  but  in 
The  Baptist  Record? 

Mike  Lee 
Philadelphia 

Sunda’ 

Gary  Jackson;  Tues 

HOORAY  FOR  SBC  Carlisle, 

Waggoner;  Thurs.,  1 
Editor:  Denton  McKay;  Rickey  McKay, 

It  pains  me  to  see  so  many  pastor, 
of  the  writers  of  letters  to  the 

editor  to  be  so  ignorant  of  the  Lakeshore,  Jackson:  July  16- 
Scriptures  —  and  some  are  19;  Sunday,  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed., 
pastors.  It's  a  shame  that  any-  7  p.m.;  Dwight  Smith,  evange- 
one  would  cry  out  against  tne  list;  Charles  Bingham,  music; 
action  taken  at  the  Southern  Joe  Crout,  pastor. 

Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  con¬ 
cerning  women  not  being  pas-  Singleton,  Louisville:  July 
tors.  It's  hard  for  me  to  believe  16-21;  Sunday,  6:30  p.m.;  Mon.- 
that  anyone  calling  himself  a  Fri.,  7:30  p.m.;  Doug  Warren 
Christian  (would)  turn  Vaiden,  evangelist;  Patsy  Moore 
against  those  clear  teachings.  music;  Charles  Rook,  pastor. 


this  holy  action,  so  be  it.  If 
some  of  you  can't  understand 
11  clearly  taught  in  the 
Bible  and  this  makes  you  sad, 
mad,  and  feeling  near  helpless, 
then  I'm  sorry  for  you.  God 
doesn't  need  anybody  to  tell 
him  that  his  doctrines  don't  fit  STAND  FIRMLY 
the  "times"  and  morals  of  a 
particular  society.  Editor: 

Furthermore,  it's  a  sad  day  I  knew  we  wou 
when  we  have  so  many  the  liberals.  We 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 


Pinola  (Simpson):  July  16- 


Shiloh  Church,  Big  Creek:  Pleasant  Grove,  Brookhaven:  1 

youth  revival;  July  17-21;  6:30-9  July  16-21;  Sunday,  Sunday  19;  homecoming,  Sunday,  11 
p.m.;  bus  available  for  pick  up.  School,  10  a.m;  worship,  11  a.m.;  a.m.  followed  by  lunch;  Mon.- 

Charles  Davis,  guest  speaker;  Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Ken  Harrison, 
First  Church,  Satartia:  July  evening  worship,  6  p.m.;  Mon.  -  evangelist;  Gary  Grayson, 
17-19;  7:30  p.m.;  Andy  May,  Fri.  7  p.m.;  Kermit  McGregor,  music;  Martha  Bush,  pianist; 
Holly  Bluff,  evangelist;  Glenn  Mendenhall,  guest  speaker;  Tim  Jordon,  pastor. 

Warrington,  pastor.  Chad  Ballard,  Brookhaven,  , 

music;  Kent  Cochran,  pastor.  Branch,  Morton:  July  16-19; 

Hurley,  Hurley:  July  30-  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  1:30p.m.; 

Aug.  2;  Sunday,  7  p.m.;  Mon.  -  Calvary,  Columbus:  July  16-  Mon.-Wed.,  7:30  p.m.;  Chuck 
Wed.,  10  a.m  and  7  p.m.;  Vance  19;  Sun.,  10:30  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Herring,  Richland,  evangelist; 

i,  evangelist;  Johnny  Mon.-Wed.,  12:15  p.m.  and  7  Norman  Huggins,  Branch 
Coggin  Jr.,  music;  Breaux  p.m.;  Gary  Permenter,  evange-  Church,  music;  Michael  Giles, 
~  list;  Ricky  Crowder,  music;  Roy  pastor. 

D.  Hawkins,  pastor. 

Second  Church,  Koscuisko:  Bethel,  Columbus:  July  23- 

July  16-20;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  Malmaison  (Carroll):  July  26;  Sunday,  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed., 
6  p.m.;  Mon.  -  Thurs.  7  p.m.;  16-21;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6:30  7  p.m.;  David  Green, 

Sunday,  Malcolm  Byrd;  Mon.,  p.m.;  Mon.-Fri.,  7:30  p.m.;  Greenville,  Tenn.,  evangelist 
'  "  Chester  Robert  Haney,  Shaw,  evange-  Archie  Chesser,  music;  Waltei 

Wed.,  Bobby  list;  Wilton  Neal,  music.  Butler,  pastor. 

Bobby 


Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  ( Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 


No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 


Retired  Ministers  Retreat 

Co-sponsored  by  the  Baptist  General 
Convention  of  Texas  and  Glorieta, 

A  LifeWay  Conference  Center. 
Glorieta,  New  Mexico 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


September  25-29,  2000 


For  all  Baptist  ministerial  retirees, 
church-related  or  denominational 
service,  even  those  continuing  in 
ministry  and  for  spouses  also. 
Afternoons  are  free  for  sightseeing, 
fellowshipping,  napping,  etc... 

•  New  friends  •  Quality  food 

•  Wonderful  singing  •  Blissful  scenery 

•  Friends  of  years  past  •  Refreshingly  cool 

weather 

Special  Events: 

•  Meaningful  Bible  Study 
with  BO  Baker 

•  Motivational  Worship  with 
William  M.  Pinson,  Jr. 

•  Music:  Dick  Baker  with  Bill 
Hanson,  organ 


LifeWay’s  Exclusive  Bus  Source 


CARPENTER  BUS  SALES,  INC. 

(800)  370-6180 

“RAISED  ROOF”  VANS 
instock 

K  1  •  Center  Aisle 

j  •  Low  First  Step 

Bucket  Seats 
More  headroom 
15  Passengers 
No  CDL  required 


2000  Model:  $34,000  (New) 

1999  Model:  $29,900  (Low  Miles) 
1998  Model:  $28^00  (Low  Miles) 
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SERVE  EVERY  DAY 

Editor: 

I  would  like  to  say  that 
God  made  man  and  put  him 
over  woman.  People  don't 
have  to  be  a  pastor  or  teacher 
in  the  church  to  serve  the 
Lord.  There  is  more  work  to 
be  done  outside  the  church 
building.  You  can't  serve  the 
Lord  one  day  a  week;  it  is 
every  day,  working  with  the 
hungry  and  the  sick  and  all 
kinds  of  needs. 

It's  sad  to  know  how 
everything  has  gotten  so 
messed  up.  One  day  Christ  is 
going  to  judge  the  world  and 
condemn  all  sin  and  the  sin¬ 
ners.  We  try  so  hard  to  justify 
what  we  ao  but  one  day  it 
will  all  be  over  for  us  —  heav¬ 
en  or  hell.  Sorry,  there  are  no 
in  betweens. 

1  think  we  should  obey  the 
Lord  instead  of  men.  I  don't  see 
how  women  could  get  things 
in  a  bigger  mess.  We  nave  more 
churches,  more  Bibles,  and 
more  so-called  Christians,  and 
look  at  the  U.S.  today. 


Evergreen,  Shubuta: 

Centennial  celebration;  July  23; 
opening  ceremony,  9:45  a.m.; 
lunch  at  noon;  afternoon  cere¬ 
mony,  1:15  p.m. 

Hurley,  Hurley:  July  30; 
Sunday  School  nigh  atten¬ 
dance  day,  9:45  a.m.;  worship, 
11  a.m.;  dinner  in  the  fellow¬ 
ship  hall  at  noon;  Breaux 
Tageant,  pastor. 


In  the  Old  Testament,  God 
called  for  all  to  come  out  from 
the  sins  of  the  world.  Today, 
Jesus  Christ  is  calling  us  to 
turn  away  from  a  sin-filled 
lifestyle.  I  am  a  believer  in 
Jesus  Christ. 

Charles  D.  Martin 
Batesville 


NOT  BY  COMPROMISE 

Editor: 

Congratulations  to  those  of 
you  wno  stood  up  and  were 
counted  in  Orlando  recently. 
Thanks  for  your  faithfulness  to 
the  Lord  Jesus,  the  one  and  only 
Head  of  the  church.  You 


affirmed  his  Word  and  the  bibli¬ 
cal  principles  for  pastors;  the 
purity  of  his  church;  and 
Christian  principles  and  the  rela¬ 
tionship  between  husband  and 
wife.  Tnank  you. 

Our  world  stands  in  desperate 
need  of  men  and  women  who 
will  take  their  stand  for  moral  and 
spiritual  right  in  this  age  of  do  as 
you  please  —  "and  everyone  did 
that  which  was  right  in  tneir  own 
eyes  and  went  and  served  Baal." 
In  the  early  1960's  I  was  shocked 
when  leading  Baptists  in  my  area 
then  promoted  situational  ethics 
—  the  idea  that  nothing  is  sacred, 
nothing  is  absolutely  right  or 
wrong,  and  only  that  which  is  rel¬ 
evant  counts. 


(Memphis  television  station) 
WREG-lV's  editor  on  June  15 
castigated  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC)  for  your  aeci- 
sion  on  pastors  and  trumpeted 
that  the  SBC  is  completely  out  of 
step  (and  should)  renounce 
your  decision  and  follow  mod¬ 
em  philosophical  leads. 

Beloved  friends,  do  not  hear 
him.  Praise  God  you  voted  as 
you  did.  Our  world  will  not  be 
won  by  compromise  but  with 
sturdy  faithfulness  to  our 
leader,  Jesus  the  Christ.  Now  let 
us  join  with  Joshua:  "As  for  me 
ana  my  house,  we  will  serve 
the  Lord." 

Charley  L.  Sandifer 

Water  Valley 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Baptist  College  News 


William  Carey  College 

(WCC)  has  announced  a  25% 
increase  in  enrollment  for  the 
2000  summer  session.  With  an 
expansion  of  334  students  com¬ 
pared  to  the  1999  summer  ses¬ 
sion,  Carey  attributes  the  growth 
to  a  new  graduate  psychology 


Sarepta,  Meadville:  July  23; 

worship,  11  a.m.;  covered  dish 
lunch  in  fellowship  hall  at  noon; 
afternoon  singing;  Matt  Buckles, 
director.  Church  Administration/ 
Pastoral  Ministries  Department, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  guest  speaker;  Webb 
Armstrong,  pastor. 

Mount  Vernon,  Liberty: 
July  16;  worship,  10:30  a.m.; 


Are  you  serious 
about  the  Word? 


The  Boyce  College  offers  the  B.A. 
and  A.A.  degrees  in  Biblical  Studies 
to  God-called  men  and  women  with 
these  distinctives: 

•  Confessional.  Committed  to  historic 
Baptist  convictions 

•  Focused.  Provides  classical  biblical 
and  theological  studies 

•  Relevant.  Addresses  worldview 
issues  of  the  21st  century 

•  Practical.  Dedicated  to  local  church 
ministry,  evangelism,  and  biblical 
preaching  and  teaching 


Boyce  ^  College 

a  school  of  The  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 
2825  Lexington  Rd  •  Louisville.  KY  40280  •  1  800  728-7044  -  boyce.sbts.edu 


program,  an  established  master 
of  business  administration 
(MBA)  program,  and  current  stu¬ 
dent  public  relations.  The  total 
enrollment  figures  include  statis¬ 
tics  from  all  three  WCC  campus¬ 
es  (Hattiesburg,  Gulfport,  New 
Orleans,  La.).  For  information 


dinner  on  the  grounds  at  noon; 
Scott  Cappleman,  former  pas¬ 
tor,  guest  speaker;  Shean 
Smith,  pastor. 

Singleton  Church, 

Louisville:  July  16;  services  at 
11  a.m.  followed  by  lunch; 
Hugh  Martin  former  pastor, 
speaker;  Charles  Rook,  pastor. 

First  Church,  Satartia:  July 
16;  11  a.m.;  James  Whittington, 
Raymond,  guest  speaker; 
Glenn  Warrington,  pastor. 


about  William  Carey  College 
call  the  admissions  office  on 
the  Hattiesburg  campus  at 
(601)  582-6103.  For  information 
about  William  Carey  College, 
Gulf  Coast  campus,  call  (228) 
897-7100. 

Carey  Dinner  Theatre  will 
present  its  second  production  of 
its  26th  season  July  11  though  22 
with  the  show  'Beehive,  The 
Musical."  It  is  a  tribute  to  the  girl 
groups  and  solo  singers  of  the 
1960  s.  "Beehive"  is  being  pre¬ 
sented  nightly  except  Sunday 
and  Monday.  Dinner  is  served  at 
7  p.m.  in  the  O.  L.  Quave  Theatre 
on  the  Hattiesburg  campus  of 
William  Carey  College,  and  the 
performance  follows.  The  admis¬ 
sion  price  of  $17.50  includes  din¬ 
ner  and  the  show.  The  box  office 
is  open  daily  from  10  a.m.  until  7 
p.m.  (except  Sunday),  and  seats 
may  be  reserved  by  calling  (601) 
582-6221. 


Offering  goals 
exceeded 

First  Church,  Terry, 

exceeded  its  goal  of  $5,000 
for  the  Annie  Armstrong  Easter 
Offering  by  giving  a  final  total 
of  $5,063.75.  John  H.  Race  Jr. 
is  pastor. 

Wayside  Church,  Vicksburg, 

exceeded  its  Annie  Armstrong 
goal  by  $122.  Larry  Haggard 
is  pastor. 


Mississippi  Baptist 
l/outh  Night 

Mississippi  Coliseum, 
Jackson 
Friday,  July  1b 
6:30  -  9:00  p.m. 

(One  session  only) 


Greg  Matte 

Speaker 

MARK  yOUR  CALENDAR 

♦ 

COME  ANb  WORSHIP 

♦ 

BRING  yOUR  yOUTH 

A  lotfe  offering  uritt  be  taken. 


Chris  Tomlin 

Worship  Leader 
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Provisions  for  believers: 


Ministry 


Ephesians  4:1-16 


By  Juanita  West  Longsuffering  is 

endurance  and  cannot  West 
In  his  witness  to  the  Gentile  be  separated  from  for- 
Christians,  Paul  challenged  bearing  one  another  in  love  (v.  2).  i 
them  to  study  their  behavior.  We  are  quick  to  ask  God  to  have  i 


tnem  to  study  tneir  Denavior, 
which  should  De  in  response  to 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Gentle  approach  (w.  1-6). 
Paul  compared  the  Christian  life 
to  the  daily  activity  of  walking. 
In  order  for  the  believer  to  have 
the  "worthy  walk,"  Paul  listed 
six  characteristics,  which  should 
permeate  the  Christian's  life. 

Lowliness,  also  translated 
humility,  means  putting  Christ 
and  others  before  self. 
Gentleness,  often  called  meek¬ 
ness,  results  from  one's  ability 
to  control  self. 


patience  with  us,  but  we  often 
fail  to  extend  that  same  consider¬ 
ation  to  fellow  believers. 

Paul  reminded  the  Ephesian 
followers  that  it  is  a  constant 
endeavor  to  "walk  worthy" 
and  "to  keep  the  unity  of  the 
Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace"  (v. 
3,  NKJ).  He  reminded  them  and 
us  that  there  is  "one  body,  one 
Spirit,  one  Lord,  one  faith,  one 
baptism,  and  one  God  and 
Father  of  all"  (w.  4-6,  NKJ). 

Gracious  gifts  (vv.  7-11). 
After  emphasizing  unity 


among  the  believers, 
Paul  focused  on  the 
grace  gifts.  These  spiri¬ 
tual  gifts  are  given  by  • 
God  to  promote  the 
unity  and  the  function  of 
the  church. 

Wiersbe  explains  that 
spiritual  gift  is  a  God- 
given  ability  to  serve 
God  and  other  Christians 
in  such  a  way  that  Christ 
is  glorified  and  believers  edi¬ 
fied"  (Be  Rich,  p.  100). 

Paul's  list  in  v.  11  seems  to 
group  die  gifts  into  specific  func¬ 
tions  associated  with  the  church. 
The  apostles  and  prophets  were 
founaational  functions  of  the 
Christian  church. 

The  apostles  were  "the  original 
witnesses  of  Christ's  life,  death, 
and  resurrection.  Their  function 
was  to  give  a  true  presentation  of 
the  gospel  and  to  launch  the  mis- 
sionaiy  movement"  (Layman"s 
Bible  Book  Commentary,  vol.  21, 
pp.  119- 120). 

The  prophets  "delivered 


direct  revelations  from  God 
before  the  New  Testament  was 
written"  (v.  11,  Notes,  NKJ). 
Therefore,  the  apostles  and  the 
prophets  did  not  exist  after  the 
first  generation  of  believers. 

Evangelists  are  primarily 
engaged  in  spreading  tne  Gospel 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  early 
missionary  movement.  Pastors 
and  teachers,  joined  as  one  in  this 
listing,  provide  the  shepherding 
and  instructing  of  the  fellowship. 

Growing  believers  (w.  12-16). 
The  functions  of  the  grace  gifts 
are  to  be  used  "for  the  equipping 
of  the  saints  for  the  work  of  the 
ministry"  (v.  12,  NKJ). 

All  Christians  are  to  be  sup¬ 
plied  and  adorned  with  tne 
opportunities  for  the  spiritual 
growth  necessary  for  carrying 
out  the  service  of  the  church.  The 
entire  ministry  is  done  "for  the 
edifying  of  the  body  of  Christ" 
(v.  12,  NKJ).  This  simply  means 
that  the  saints  consistently  work 
to  build  up  the  church. 

In  his  study  on  Ephesians, 


Wiersbe  states,  "the  members 
of  the  church  grow  by  feeding 
on  the  Word  and  ministering  to 
each  other"  (Be  Rich,  p.  103). 

The  gifted  members  are  to 
work  until  all  members  of  the 
church  display  "unity  of  faith, 
knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God," 
and  Christlikeness  (v.  13,  NKJ). 

Paul  asserted  that  this 
growth  in  Christian  maturity 
will  keep  believers  from  being 
swayed  by  the  false  doctrines 
and  temptations  of  unsound 
innovative  principles. 

Instead  of  being  like  children 
who  are  sometimes  easily 
swayed,  the  followers  of  Christ 
should  mature  in  him  and  grow 
together  in  completing  the 
whole  body  for  Christ.  "Every 
part  does  its  share  and  causes 
growth  of  the  body  for  the  edi¬ 
fying  of  itself  in  love"  (v.  16). 

"Let  us  join  our  hands  that 
the  world  will  know;  We  are 
one  in  the  bond  of  love." 

West  is  a  member  of  Calvary 
Church ,  Newton. 


Life  and  Work 

God  is  in  control 

Gen.  1:16-18;  8:22;  Ps.  33:10-11;  Jer.  33:25-26; 
John  5:17;  Rom.  8:28;  Rom.  13:1-5 


Matt  Lovinf 


"A  Christian  prisoner  in 
Cuba  was  asked  to  sign  a  state¬ 
ment  containing  charges 
against  fellow  Christians  mat 
would  lead  to  their  arrest.  He 
said,  'The  chain  keeps  me  from 
signing  this.' 

The  communist  officer 
protested,  'but  you  are  not  in 
chains!'  'I  am,'  said  the 
Christian.  'I  am  bound  by  the 
chain  of  witnesses  who 
throughout  the  centuries  gave 
their  fives  for  Jesus  Christ.  I  am 
a  link  in  this  chain.  I  will  not 
break  it'"  (Jesus  Freaks,  p.  49). 

How  does  someone  begin  to 
have  such  confidence  in  God  in 
his  life?  Ultimately,  having  this 


kind  of  faith  comes 
from  the  power  of  Loving 
God  working  in  our 
hearts  and  fives  remembering 
that  it  is  God  who  is  the  author 
and  perfecter  of  our  trust  in  him. 

We  must  also  turn  to 
Scripture  as  our  guide  to  the 
nature  of  the  Lord  knowing 
that  all  Scripture  is  Goa- 
breathed.  In  Scripture  we  can 
find  four  basic  truths  that  will 
enable  believers  to  rest  easy  in 
knowing  that  God  is  in  control. 

God  has  a  purpose  (Ps. 
33:10-11).  The  Lord  overrules 
and  overrides  all  human  plans. 
His  own  purposes  are  everlast¬ 
ing  for  all  people  and  all  times. 

Les  Hughes  has  written  that 
"It  means,  that  no  matter  how 


Explore  the  Bible 

Satan  vs.  Christ 

Revelation  12:1-6, 11;  13:1, 2-3,  8 


By  Tommy  Bufkin _ 

Many  people,  including  some 
Christians,  wear  an  emblem  that 
symbolizes  something  that  is 
very  unchristian  —  the  Tai  Chi 
symbol  It  is  a  pattern  of  two  tear 
drop  shapes  swirled  in  a  circle, 
one  white  and  one  black.  They 
are  perfectly  balanced  and  repre¬ 
sent  a  belief  in  Eastern  Mysticism 
that  good  and  evil  are  opposing 
and  equal  forces.  This  is  not  what 
is  learned  from  the  Bible. 

The  Bible  presents  God  as 
supreme.  No  power  can  rival 
him.  This  was  demonstrated  in 
Christ's  death  on  the  cross  and 
his  resurrection.  Satan  will  be 
ultimately  cast  down  by  a  vic¬ 
torious  Cnrist. 


Satan  defeated 
(12:1-6, 11).  John  sees  a 
marvelous  woman  in  Bufldn 
heaven.  This  woman 
has  been  variously  identified  as 
Mary,  the  Christian  church, 
Israel,  an  idealized  Israel,  or  the 
people  of  God. 

The  use  of  the  word  "sign” 
seems  to  suggest  a  symbolic 
interpretation.  The  best  expla¬ 
nation  is  that  she  represents  the 
people  of  God.  Tne  Messiah 
came  from  the  community  of 
faith  and  the  present  church  is 
tte  object  of  attack. 

The  woman  is  described  with 
great  splendor.  She  is  clothed  in 
fight  as  contrasted  with  the 
darkness  that  opposes  her. 

The  pains  of  birth  may  point 


evil  or  powerful  people 
are,  human  beings  cannot 
usurp  the  authority  of 
God  and  prohibit  his  ulti¬ 
mate  will  from  being 
done...  Jesus  knew  noth¬ 
ing  or  no  one  could  harm 
him  without  the  Father's 
permission...  the  real 
measure  of  faith  is  not 
whether  we  believe  when 
God  gets  us  out  of  the  fire. 
Genuine  faith  is  being  in  the 
fire  and  believing  just  the 
same"(The  Sound  Of  God's 
Applause,  pp.  175, 177-178). 

God  has  established  the 
natural  order  (Gen.  1:16-18; 
8:22;  Jer.  33:25-26).  The  Lord 
promised  Noah  that  day  and 
night,  as  well  as  the  seasons, 
would  consistently  continue  as 
long  as  he  allows  earth  to  exist. 

Also,  the  Lord  revealed 
through  Jeremiah  upon  the 
Daviaic  covenant  that  people 
can  look  to  nature's  fixed  order 
as  evidence  of  God's  preserva¬ 
tion  of  all  that  was  created. 

All  throughout  Scripture  it  is 


to  the  struggle  of  the 
people  of  God  against 
the  forces  of  the  world. 
The  Messiah  is  bom 
then  out  of  that  struggle. 

It  is  clear  that  the 
dragon  is  a  manifesta¬ 
tion  of  Satan.  He  is  red 
because  he  is  a  murderer 
and  destroyer.  Seven 
n  heads  with  seven  crowns 
indicate  his  power  and 
authority  on  earth.  The  hom 
was  a  symbol  for  power  so  ten 
horns  demonstrate  complete 
power.  This  power  is  demon¬ 
strated  as  the  tail  of  the  dragon 
cast  down  a  third  of  the  stars  in 
heaven.  There  have  been 
attempts  to  identify  the  seven 
heads  and  ten  horns  of  the 
dragon  with  figures  in  history, 
but  this  connection  is  unclear. 

The  dragon's  main  concern 
is  to  destroy  the  Messiah  at 
birth.  This  is  a  vivid  portrayal 
of  Satan's  opposition  to  man 
and  God's  redemptive  efforts. 

The  incarnation  was  a  defeat 


revealed  not  only  that  God  has 
established  natural  order  but 
that  it  can  serve  as  a  constant 
source  of  stability  for  people  in 
their  daily  lives. 

God  nas  provided  social 
order  (Romfl3:l-5).  In  this  pas¬ 
sage  Paul  gave  the  exhortation 
to  obey  all  governmental  and 
societal  authorities  because 
God  is  ultimately  in  control  of 
what  happens  no  matter  the 
apparent  persons  or  source. 

The  order  is  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  righteousness 
and  punishing  evil.  The  point 
here  relates  to  God's  sovereign¬ 
ty  even  in  the  social  sphere. 

In  Matt.  22:21,  Jesus  pro¬ 
foundly,  yet  simply,  explained 
that  we  are  to  give  to  the 
authorities  whatever  is  theirs 
and  to  God  what  is  his  —  our 
lives  because  we  bear  his  image. 

God  is  at  work  in  his  world 
(John  5:17;  Rom.  8:28).  Jesus 
himself  declared  that  God  the 
Father  is  always  working  in  his 
world  so  that  we  would  know. 
Paul,  in  similar  fashion. 


for  Satan.  He  could  not  prevent 
it.  Nor  could  he  keep  the 
Messiah  from  completing  his 
mission  of  grace.  After  his  work, 
the  Son  ascended  to  heaven. 
This  Child  was  destined  to  rule 
the  world  with  power  as  depict¬ 
ed  by  the  rod  of  iron. 

Saints  not  deceived  (13:1b- 
3,  8).  Though  Satan  was  defeat¬ 
ed  by  the  incarnation,  death, 
and  resurrection  of  Christ,  he 
continues  his  conflict  with  the 
people  of  God. 

The  great  beast  has  been  var¬ 
iously  identified  as  the  Roman 
Empire,  the  antichrist,  Satan,  or 
a  general  world  power  opposed 
to  God.  He  certainly  seems  to  be 
the  embodiment  of  Satan.  The 
beast  has  the  same  number  of 
horns  and  heads  with  crowns. 

This  fantastic  beast  is  a  com¬ 
posite  creature  which  seems  to 
draw  upon  Daniel's  vision.  He  is 
a  terrible  antagonist  for  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  God.  He  is  given  all  the 
power  and  authority  of  Satan. 

Though  powerful,  the  beast 


explained  that  God  is  making 
good  things  happen  for  those 
that  love  him. 

The  emphasis  of  this  familiar 
passage  in  Romans  is  not  so 
much  that  all  things  by  them¬ 
selves  work  out  for  the  good  of 
believers.  It  is  rather  that  in 
everything  God  works  all 
things  together  for  believers. 

Hannan  Whitall  Smith  once 
wrote  that  "a  very  good  illus¬ 
tration  of  this  may  be  found  in 
the  familiar  fact  of  a  mother 

!;iving  medicine  to  her  dearly 
oved  child...  No  matter  how 
full  her  closet  may  be  of  bottles 
of  medicine,  the  mother  will 
not  allow  one  drop  to  be  given 
to  the  child  unless  she  believes 
it  will  be  good  for  it;  but  when 
she  does  believe  it  will  be  good 
for  her  darling,  the  very  depth 
of  her  love  compels  her  to 
force  it  on  her  child,  no  matter 
how  bitter  may  be  its  taste" 
(The  Christian's  Secret  Of  A 
Happy  Life,  pp.  156). 

Loving  is  minister  of  youth  at 
Oak  Hill  Church,  Poplarville. 


bears  a  mark  of  vulnerability. 
He  has  a  mortal  wound  that 
has  healed.  The  world  admires 
power  and  ruthlessness.  Many 
will  follow  the  way  of  the  beast 
and  oppose  the  people  of  God. 

All  will  worship  this  beast 
except  for  those  whose  names 
are  m  the  "book  of  life."  These 
are  the  believers  —  those  who 
have  trusted  in  the  Lamb  slain 
for  them.  "Before  the  foundation 
of  file  world"  can  be  connected 
with  "written"  or  with  "slain." 

If  the  former,  it  would  be  an 
indication  that  believers  were 
known  from  the  very  beginning. 
If  the  latter,  which  is  more  likely, 
it  would  indicate  that  every 
believer  of  every  age  is  known 
and  kept  by  Goa. 

No  matter  how  one  identifies 
the  beast  of  the  sea,  believers  are 
saved  from  his  power  and 
deception.  Their  names  are  in 
the  book.  In  Christ,  believers  can 
and  should  resist  Satan's  attacks. 

Bufkin  is  pastor  of  Mt.  Zion 
Church,  Rankin  Association. 


Ina  M at  Hampton 
Betty  Bishop 
Mary  Thomas 
D.  M.  Hancock 

Cotton  Producers.  Inc. 

Mrs.  Kutha  Hale 
Mrs.  Wanda  Owen 
W.  H.  Hardaway 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hugh  McGraw 
Mrs.  Beatrice  Harden 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Pal  Ingram 
Chad  Harper 
Mrs.  Anna  C.  Johnson 
Mrs.  Grace  Hart 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  B.  J.  Crawford 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Alton  L.  Fields 
Jill  Harvey-Lods  &  her  baby 
Kathryn  B.  Moody  SSC,  FBC- 
Poplarville 

Rev.  Marvin  A.  Harwell 
Ms.  Pennie  S.  Dempsey 
Eva  K.  Hatcher 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  B.  B.  Harry  Jr. 

Mr.  Clyde  Hawthorne 
Mrs.  Rachel  C.  Browning 
Mrs.  Mary  Rose  Herbison 
Ms.  Margie  Prescott 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Pat  Ingram 
Mrs.  Pearl  Herrin 
Mrs.  Dorothy  W.  Shaw 
Mrs.  Cathey  Cox  Hill 
Mr.  C.  H.  Smith 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dan  W. 
Southerland 
Ellie  Mae  Hillhouse 
Mrs.  Opal  Vickers 
Rayford  Hodges 
Ladies  III  Fellowship  SSC. 
FBC-Leakesville 
James  Holden 
Mr.  Douglas  Biggs  A  Family 
Curtis  Holston 
Katherine  Ladner.  Carolyn  A 
Laron 

Mr.  Hershel  Huff 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Floyd  E.  Coil 
C.  M.  Hux 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  R.  Waymire 
Mr.  O.  C.  Ingram,  Sr. 

Ms.  Sarah  E.  Jones 
Mrs.  Bill  Watts 
Roy  L.  Jackson,  Jr. 

Myron  A  Lynn  Johnson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Gamer  G.  Morgan 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Frank  L.  Morgan 
John  A  Terri  Blake 
Miss  Connie  Jackson 
Earl  “Billy”  Johnson 
Mr.  Henry  Leonard  Wilson 
Mrs.  A.  C.  “Bertie”  Johnson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jimmie  Smitliey 
Mrs.  Jennie  Johnson 
Mrs.  Inez  Wilson 
Johnnie  A  Denise  Beard 
Bob  A  Brenda  Foster 
Cecile  Foster 
Marccne  Foster 
Mrs.  Ruth  Vesey  Johnson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  H. 

Crawford  Jr. 

R.  B.  Jones 
Mrs.  R.  B.  Jones 
Mrs.  Edna  Julian 
Ms.  Ann  C.  Martin 
Mrs.  Bonnie  Kelly 
Mrs.  Shirley  M.  Nowell 
Mrs.  Wyiiette  Kelley 
Donald  Kelley 
Maybell  King 
Mrs.  Edwin  B.  King 
Christopher  Knight 
Mrs,  Anna  C.  Johnson 
The  Page  Family 
Mr.  Melvin  Kvles 
Mrs.  Malcolm  W.  Heard 
Mrs.  Janette  LaCrew 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Noah  M.  Mills 
Otis  Lancaster 
Rosalee  Lane  A  Family 
Iris  L.  King 
Mabk  L.  Cox 
Robbie  Robinson 
Anna  Lee  Landry 
Tinsley  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Earnest  Laney 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Glenn  Doty  III 
Camille  Leake 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bill  F.  Duncan 
E.  Raymond  Ledbetter 
Mrs.  Maurice  B.  Beatty 
Vera  Mae  Lee 
Ruth  SSC.  Juniper  Grove  BC 
Lillian  Dean  Leftwich 
Ms.  Joyce  C.  Aycock 
Linda  Kidd  Lindsey 
Ms.  Ruth  R.  Ferguson 
Bobby  Little 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jimmie  Smitliey 
Mrs.  Mildred  Sturgis  Little 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hugh  R.  Johnson 
Mrs.  Genevieve  Solomon 


Richard  “Dick”  Livingston 
Ms.  Hope  H.  Hawkins 
Mrs.  Ruth  Doty  Lofton 
Mrs.  Sue  H.  Davis 
Dr.  Wayne  Logan 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  F.  Pettey 
Mrs.  Roena  Logan 
Robbie  A  Dave  Goodson 
Sherman  Loilar 
Ms.  Ann  Dowdle 
Irene  &  Gilbert  Lotborp 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jim  Hardin 
Barney  &  Lona  Lott 
Mrs.  Faye  Lott 
Lindon  L.  Lott 
Mrs.  Faye  Lott 
William  B.  Lott 
Mrs.  Faye  Lou 
Leonard  Luncford 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jimmie  Smithey 
Mother  of  Mrs.  Paul  Lycette 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  B.  R.  Taylor 
Mrs.  Jack  Lynch 
Mrs.  Sidney  Thornton 
Ronnie  Malley 
Topisaw  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Mangold 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  Mangold 
Dorothy  Manna 
Mrs.  Frankie  Millis 
Sally  Marlow 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Byron  Kyle 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Steve  Shurden 
Rupert  Francis  Martin 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wade  C.  Donnell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Murphy  Adkins 
Mrs.  Emma  Matthews 
Colonial  Heights  Neighbors 
Betty  Jo  Mauldin 
Thirteenth  Avenue  Pharmacy 
A  Staff 

Mrs.  Vercia  Mauldin 
Lee  A  Marshalene  Gillespie 
Mr.  Shelby  McCullar 
James  A  Mildred  Travis 
Barbara  Alford  McDavitt 
Mrs.  Virginia  S.  Marcus 
Dannie  McDonald 
Chapel  Hill  Baptist  Church 
Braxton  McKinley 
Mrs.  Annette  M.  Fortenberry 
Mrs.  Ada  McKinney 
Friendship  SSC,  Yale  St  BC- 
Clevel 

Owen  McMillan 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lendon  E.  Brown 
Mr.  Charlie  McMillian 
Mrs.  Rachel  C.  Browning 
Mr.  Colon  McMurpby 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Reece  Douglas  Jr. 
Mr.  Johnie  McMurry 
Mrs.  Debbie  Creel 
Mr.  A.  J.  Merritt 
Freddy  A  Beth  Roberts 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Wilson 
J.  J.  Meyers 
Mrs.  Essie  Mae  Meyers 
Mr.  Alton  Milam 
James  A  Mildred  Travis 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  L.  Miller 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ralph  McNease 
Mrs.  Hazel  Miller 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Knight 
Mr.  Sam  G.  Moore 
Mrs.  Dot  Griffin 
Mr.  Jewel  Malone 
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The  Baptist  Children's  Village  summer  recreation  staff  is  (front  row, 
from  left)  Bill  Sones;  Kim  Parker,  director  of  activities;  (back  row,  from 
left)  Jeremy  Ellis;  and  Jacob  Harris-Coldwater. 


Betty  Morgan 


Dr.  P.  Ray  Stodard 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  M.  Smiley 
Mr.  Wendell  Webb 
Ms.  Maida  Stegall 
Mrs.  Cindy  Street 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Chester  Germany 
Ms.  Lynn  Evans  Tynes 
Meredith  Grace  Styres 
George,  Dianne.  Chris  A  Brad 
Sellers 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Curtis  Lucas 
Mrs.  Katie  Mae  Suddutb 
Mrs.  Lynn  G.  Hardage 
Mr.  Gilbert  S.  Taylor 
Karen  M.  Johnson 
Mrs.  Mattie  L.  James  A 
Tammy 

Mrs.  Annie  Taylor 

Dorcas  SSC,  Bowmar  Ave  BC 
Vicksburg 

William  Tech 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jimmie  Smithey 
Betty  Tedford 
Ms.  Maida  Stegall 
Rev.  John  Thacker 
Calhoun  Bapt  Assc  Pastors  Conf 
Mrs.  Gladys  Thomas 
James  A  Mildred  Travis 
Mary  Katherine  Torti 
Ms.  Wanda  G.  Malone  A 
Family 

Ruth  J.  Trask 

Galilee  Baptist  Church 
Maude  Barney  SSC.  Galilee  BC 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Morris  Randall 
Dr.  Jack  Q.  Causey 
Mary  Ann  Thehrrn 
Mr.  Melvin  Whitfield 
Gladys  Tucker 
McAdams  Baptist  Church 
Jacovia  Ard  Tunnel  I 
Dorcas  SSC,  Bowmar  Ave  BC 
Vicksburg 


Helen  &  David  Jenkins 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Garvin  Knight 
Mrs.  Bertha  Morris 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Donald  K.  Robbins 
Mrs.  Lizzie  B.  Moses 
Philene  &  Stuart  Allen 
Mrs.  Emma  Rene  Moss 
Lauderdale  Cty  Baptist  Assoc 
Mr.  Corbett  Mott 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  R.  Blair 
Amell  Mullins 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Hale  Singletary  Jr. 
Arvil  Mullins 
Ms.  Mildred  E.  Chapman 
Mrs.  Lorraine  Nappier 
Trinity  BC-Vicksburg 
Willard  Nations 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bobby  Thornhill 
Mr.  Ciro  Nobile 
Mrs.  Marsha  Jane  Kenneth  A 
Scott 

Mrs.  Lily  Oakley 
Ms.  Maida  Stegall 
Mr.  Harold  Odell 
Ms.  Marshalene  Gillespie 
Travis  Owen 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Julian  B. 

Williamson 
Cecil  Page 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  T.  E.  Hardy 

Inez  Palmer 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Johnny  M.  Fox 
Frances  C.  Parish 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Howard  Bridges 
Mr.  Bennie  D.  Harrell  Jr. 

Mr.  Joel  T.  Parker 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bobby  L.  Kirk 
Oscar  T.  Parsons 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  B.  J.  Crawford 
Merry  Ion  Baker  Pecanty 
Stanton  Baptist  Church 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wayne  McDonald 
Mrs.  DeLois  Plitt 
Ms.  Jean  M.  Kirk 

Frank  Plunk 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Frank  L.  Morgan 
Margie  Ramsey  Polk 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  C.  Hull 
Zadie  Porter 
Concord  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  J.  D.  Prichett 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Irvin  Vance 
Cecil  W.  Pullen 
David.  Deborah  A  Matthew 
While 

Mrs.  Lillian  Pulliam 

Mr.  Mike  Daughdrill 
Edith  Raborn 
Mr.  Glen  M.  Milton 
Elizabeth  Kennedy  Ragland 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tom  C.  Kennedy 
Edward  C.  Ratliff,  Jr. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Hale  Singletary  Jr. 
Juanita  Hicks  Reid 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Truman  Aldridge 
Mrs.  Geneva  Richardson 
Ms.  Mildred  E.  Chapman 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  O.  Little 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hale  Singletary  Jr. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Clyde 
Benton 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  William  Keeler 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  Manton 
Mrs.  Inez  M.  Marler 
Mrs.  Edward  N.  Whitton 
Mrs.  Julia  A.  Roberts 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  Mangold 
Baby  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Johnny 
Robi 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Reggie  H.  Broom 
Mrs.  Altiva  Rodefer 
Mr.  James  C.  Peay 
Marie  Merritt  Rollins 
Laborantes  SSC.  Clark  sdak  BC 
Mrs.  Doris  Roseberry 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  R.  M.  Gillespie 
Mr.  Joe  &  Mrs.  lots  Russell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  C.  Parsons 
Joan  Santonastaso 
Mrs.  Grace  Westhy -Gibson 
Mrs.  Willie  Saunders 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  E.  Hart  Jr. 
Mary  Savage 
Mrs.  Ruby  C.  Windham 
Tom  Sawyer 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ernest  L.  Scruggs 
Joe  Mac  Shumate 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Briggs 
Mr.  John  Sims 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Terry  Champion 
Sue  Sims 
Mr.  Lonnie  Sims 
Effte  Smith 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Byron  Kyle 
Mrs.  Frances  Dime  Smith 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Andrew  J. 
Churchwell 

Mr*.  Judy  Anne  Smith 

Lee  A  Marshalene  Gillespie 
Mr.  Lonnie  L.  Smith 
Mrs.  Lonnie  L.  Smith 
Mrs.  R.  H.  Spain 
Grace.  Frances.  Riche 
Defenbaugh  A  Boys 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  John  D.  Harper 
Nathan  Stephens 
Mrs.  W.  S.  Hammond 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory. 
Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful,  and  help¬ 
ful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to 
further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are 
and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 

APRIL  Bob  Evans 

.  _  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hugh  R.  Johnson 

1-30,2000  Joe  Feducia 

Mcivus  a  i  c*  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Steve  Shurden 

IVItMUHIALS  Mrs.  Ethel  Filgo 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Alton  L.  Fields 

Marjorie  “Margie”  Walsh  Conn  Carl  &  Verna  Fillingame 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Herbert  Ginsberg  Mrs.  Faye  Loti 

Mrs.  Alice  Steen  Simmons  Carl  W.  Fillingame 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Fred  E.  Tatum  Mrs.  Faye  Lott 

Annielie  W.  Crawley  John  Lamar  Jollingame 

Avonne  W.  Norman  Mrs.  Faye  Lott 

James  A  Mary  Alta  Clark  Mrs.  Ruby  N.  Fleming 

Hal  A  Yvonne  Jackson  Mr.  James  H.  Cannon 

Tom  A  Rosemary  Jackson  Mrs.  Dorothy  Douglas 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  A.  Fortenberry 

Roseberry  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Billy  Mangold 

Jack  &  Billie  Riley  Edward  Foshee 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  C.  L.  Hazlewood  Mr.  &  Mrs  Robert  N.  Wallers 

Mrs.  Wanda  Owen  W.  A.  Fov 

Sam  J.  Cox,  Jr.  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Thomas  R. 

Miss  Fay  Parker  Woodward 

Charles  Crittenden  Mrs.  Mary  Julia  Fredrickson 

Dale  A  Jackie  Beard  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ray  L.  Moore 

Stella  Ford  Currie  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ernest  L.  Scruggs 

Mrs.  Joe  E  Graham  Hugh  G.  Furr 

Bernice  Dancy  Mr.  Charles  W.  Holmes 

Mrs.  Ruby  C.  Windham  Ms.  Louise  B.  McCraw 

William  F.  I  Bubhai  Daves  J.  A.  Gallant.  Sr. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Truman  Aldndge  Mrs.  Frances  H.  Gallant 

lacb  Davis  Mrs.  Bonded  Gammill 

Mr.  Craig  O.  Haskins  A  Family  Siloam  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Marguerite  Singleton  Bill  Gibbs 

lev.  W.  D.  Dawkins  Louie  M.  Carter 

Philipp  Baptist  Church  Mrs.  Pauline  Gibson 

Jaskins  Deterly  Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  C.  Parsons 

Ms.  Margaret  l .  Cooper  Lillian  Bennett  Giles 

tussell  Dickerson  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Garvin  Knight 

Mr  A  Mrs.  James  R.  Blair  Mrs.  Nancy  Girod 

dicheal  Kdward  Dillard  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ricky  Fain 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Glen  Whittington  Mr.  Raymond  Goodman 
Jatherine  Peden  Doty  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Albert  E.  Keahey 

Mrs.  Clarice  Foshee  Wendy  Carol  Goodman 

daggie  Douglas  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Thomas  E.  Howard 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Richard  Taylor  Dan  Gory 

ames  Duke  Employees  of  Staggs  Interiors 

Ms.  Beverly  Sims  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bobby  Gory 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jimmie  Smithey  Mrs.  Bernice  Ruff 

Irs.  Elsa  Dunlap  Mr.  Cecil  Graham 

Mrs.  Dot  Griffin  Mr.  A  Mrs.  C.  G.  Cryder 

ister  of  Mrs.  Bill  Dunn  James  Grayson 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  B.  R.  Taylor  Mr.  A  Mrs.  A.  D  Robertson  A 

Varren  Dykes  Family 

Ms.  Norflecl  H.  Gatlin  Mrs.  Velma  P.  Greenwood 

:ev.  Garland  Clinton  Laves,  Sr  Herman.  Sheron  A  Christopher 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Waller  C.  Fullon  Coats 
Mrs.  Opal  Vickers  Annie  Mae  Guyton 

Irs.  Dorothy  Jean  Ervin  Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  A.  Milam 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Billy  Mangold  Mrs.  Ruby  Hales 

.  B.  Evans  Martha  Till 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Darrell  F.  Dickens  Zelma  Till 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Thomas  M.  Bryson 
Annie  Grace  Vandevemr 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Henry  H.  Reynolds 
Janice  Varaado 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Michael  F.  Milligan 
Mrs.  Hazel  D.  Vaughn 
James  &  Mildred  Travis 
Betty  Dean  Vickers 
Mrs.  Opal  Vickers 
Theodore  R.  Vinson 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  George  F.  Pettey 
Mrs.  Amy  Walker 
Mrs.  Edith  M.  Aldridge 
Mrs.  Jean  Ward 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Carl  DeLoach  A 
Lindsey 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Wayne  McDonald 
Mrs.  Patricia  Warren 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Tim  V.  Foley  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Robert  N.  Walter* 
They  Welch 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Richard  Taylor 
Mr.  Otha  Wells 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Terry  Champion 
Russell  White 
Mrs.  Ruby  C.  Windham 
Cathy  Whitehead 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Byron  Kyle 
Mrs.  CCIlie  Whitehead 
Sherry  A  Joe  Hawkins 
Mr.  Milton  Whiteside 
Thirteenth  Avenue  Pharmacy 
&  Staff 


Bob  Catlett  of  the  India  Nunnery 
recently  found  this  little  friend  during  a 
wide  clean  up  day. 


French  law  would  criminalize  ministries 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Southern  Baptist 
missionaries  and  laypersons  who  snare 
their  faith  in  Jesus  could  be  imprisoned  for 
up  to  two  years  under  a  proposed  French 
law  that  accuses  religious  proselytizers"  of 
"mental  manipulation"  of  tne  public. 

Southern  Baptists  are  just  one  of  173  reli¬ 
gious  groups  labeled  "dangerous  sects"  by 
members  of  France's  Socialist  party.  The 
proposed  bill  aims  to  limit  the  spread  of 
what  French  officials  have  called  the  men¬ 
tal  manipulation  of  the  public  by  evangeli¬ 
cal  and  other  religious  groups. 


The  proposed  crime,  which  critics  say 
could  cover  many  religious,  advertising, 
and  interest  groups,  is  to  "exercise  serious 
and  repeated  pressure  on  a  person  in  order 
to  create  or  exploit  a  state  of  dependence." 

The  bill  would  allow  the  French  gov¬ 
ernment  to  shut  down  a  religious  group 
when  two  representatives  are  found  guilty 
of  at  least  one  legal  infraction. 

Currently,  the  International  Mission 
Board  has  40  workers  in  France  and  has 
had  an  established  missionary  presence  in 
the  country  since  1960. 

Dwayne  Hastings, 
a  spokesman  for  tne 
Southern  Baptist 
Convention's  Ethics 
&  Religious  Liberty 
Commission,  said  the 
French  proposal  is 
not  surprising. 

"It  isn't  surprising 
given  the  climate  of 
increased  repression 
and  persecution  of 
Christians  in  many 
countries  around  the 
world,"  Hastings 
said.  "It  would 
behoove  Southern 
Baptists  to  be  aware 
of  this  proposed  leg¬ 
islation  and  make 
their  concerns  known 
to  the  U.S.  State 
Department." 

*'It  is  inappropri¬ 
ate  for  any  govern¬ 
ment  agency  or  faith 
community  to 

attempt  to  intimidate 
or  silence  any  other 
entity  in  the  public 
or  private  expression 
of  their  faith," 
Hastings  noted. 

A  senior  State 


Department  official  told  the  Washington 
Times  the  proposed  law  raises  concerns  in 
Washington. 

"In  a  worst  case  scenario,  it  could  turn 
out  to  be  a  nasty  piece  of  legislation,"  the 
official  said. 

French  Justice  Minister  Elisabeth 
Guigou  last  week  called  the  bill  "a  signifi¬ 
cant  advance  giving  a  democratic  state  the 
legal  tool  to  efficiently  fight  groups  abus¬ 
ing  its  core  values." 

N.J.  L'Heureux,  moderater  of  the  reli¬ 
gious  liberty  panel  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches,  testified  before  the  House 
Committee  on  International  Relations  June 
14  about  die  targeting  of  evangelical  and 
other  religious  groups. 

"Overly  aggressive  evangelical  preach¬ 
ing  could  oe  interpreted  by  some  as  mental 
manipulation,"  said  L'Heureux,  a 
Methodist. 

Hastings,  however,  said  the  Bible  com¬ 
mands  believers  to  share  their  faith.  "The 
Bible  is  explicit  in  its  command  that  we 
should  seek  to  share  the  Gospel  with 
everyone,"  he  said. 

"Evangelism  and  witnessing  are  actions 
generated  out  of  love  and  concern,  not 
hostility  or  hatred.  It  is  clearly  not  an  exer¬ 
cise  that  should  be  regulated  by  the  state," 
he  said. 

Michel  Bertrand,  president  of  the 
Council  of  Protestant  Cnurches,  spoke  out 
against  the  proposed  law.  "We  will  not 
move  forward...  oy  casting  suspicion  on  all 
forms  of  religious  faith,"  Bertrand  told  the 
Washington  Times. 

Hastings  said  the  French  proposal 
should  be  a  sign  for  Americans. 

"The  mere  fact  that  such  a  proposal  is 
being  seriously  considered  in  France 
should  call  us  to  reflect  upon  the  precious¬ 
ness  of  the  liberties  guaranteed  to  us  under 
the  U.S.  Constitution,"  Hastings  said. 

"The  cost  of  maintaining  these  freedoms 
remains  unfailing  vigilance  to  threats  at 
home  and  overseas." 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  1999 

FDILKC,  MDNUQA,  LM 
NUYJ  GQ  ELZZLKC, 
AQOYXQ  NULF  RJT  MAYO 
OQ:  KQXQANUQZQFF 

KYN  Ol  ELZZ,  GJN 
NULKQ,  GQ  HYKQ. 

ZJVQ  NEQKNI-NEY: 

MYANI-NEY 
Clue:  M  =  F 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse 
has  been  encoded  by  letter  sub¬ 
stitution.  The  same  letter  is  substi¬ 
tuted  throughout  the  puzzle. 
Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzzle:  Revelation 
Two:  Eleven. 


Southern  Baptists  leading  Amsterdam  conferences 


MINNEAPOLIS  (BP)  —  A 
number  of  denominational  lead¬ 
ers,  pastors,  and  professors  from 
the  southern  Baptist  Convention 
will  be  participating  in 
"Amsterdam  2000,"  the  upcom¬ 
ing,  worldwide  gathering  of 
evangelists  in  The  Netherlands. 

Scheduled  for  July  29-Aug.  6 
at  the  RAI  Centre  in 
Amsterdam,  the  meeting  repre¬ 
sents  a  symbolic  passing  of  the 
torch  from  organizer  Billy 
Graham  to  the  thousands  who 
will  be  attending.  This  will  be 
the  first  meeting  in  Amsterdam 
since  the  renowned  evangelist 
led  a  conference  there  in  1986. 

International  Mission  Board 
President  Jerry  Rankin  and 
North  American  Mission  Board 
(NAMB)  President  Bob  Reccord 
are  two  of  nearly  a  dozen  SBC 
figures  presenting  75-minute 
seminars  at  the  conference. 
Between  40  and  45  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  each  day,  with  the  10  most 
popular  repeated  on  the  final  day. 

Rankin  and  Reccord  will 
also  be  among  300  denomina¬ 
tional  leaders  who  will  form 
one  of  three  major  task  forces  at 
the  event.  Each  task  force  —  the 
other  two  concern  evangelistic 
strategy  and  theology  —  will 
issue  position  papers  at  the  end 
of  the  conference. 


Bill  Conard,  program  director 
for  the  Billy  Graham  Evangelistic 
Association  (BGEA),  has  met  or 
corresponded  with  the  two  SBC 
leaders.  He  credits  a  letter 
Rankin  sent  BGEA  18  months 
ago,  emphasizing  church  planti¬ 
ng  as  a  viable  means  of  evange¬ 
lism,  with  helping  shape  some  of 
the  workshops. 

"I  have  very  high  regard  for 
their  involvement  and  the  vast 
experience  that  they  have 
through  the  strength  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  outreach,"  he 
said,  "both  in  this  country  and 
overseas." 

Reccord  also  put  him  in 
touch  with  David  Clark,  vice 
president  of  NAMB's  Broadcast 
Center  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  to 
arrange  a  five-part  workshop 
on  creating  evangelistic  videos. 

Conard  said  the  workshop 
on  videos  could  be  one  of  the 
most  effective  ways  to  reach 
nations  and  people  groups  who 
to  date  have  only  been  able  to 
view  translated  materials. 
Offering  videos  in  their  native 
tongue  can  greatly  influence 
viewers,  he  said. 

"We  may  have  a  limited  win¬ 
dow  technologically,"  he 
said,"but  for  the  next  five  years 
this  could  be  one  of  the  most 
effective  ways  of  getting  the 


Gospel  out  in  an  area  where 
they’ve  had  nothing  before." 

In  addition  to  Clark's,  the 
workshops  being  led  by  SBC 
figures  from  the  United  States 
include: 

•  Rankin  will  address  effec¬ 
tive  church-planting  methods  in 
"Evangelism  and  Church 
Planting."  The  seminar  will  look 
at  ways  of  starting  new  church¬ 
es  that  include  new  converts. 

•  "Ways  to  Stimulate 
Evangelism  in  Denominations" 
will  be  led  by  Reccord  and  John 
Yarbrough,  NAMB's  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  evangelization.  The  pair 
will  discuss  instilling  in  a  church 
or  group  of  churches  a  desire  to 
see  the  lost  come  to  Christ. 

•  Yarbrough  will  join 
Richard  Harris,  vice  president 
of  church  planting  for  the 
agency,  to  present  "Using 
Evangelism  Methodologies  to 
Plant  Churches." 

•  Timothy  Beougher,  profes¬ 
sor  of  evangelism  at  Southern 
Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  will 
address  "Lessons  from 
Evangelists  of  the  Past."  The 
workshop  will  review  the  histo¬ 
ry  of  evangelism  and  what  past 
events  ancfevangelists  can  teach 
today's  church. 

•  "Evangelism  and  Revival" 
will  be  taught  by  Lewis 


Drummond,  a  professor  at 
Samford  University's  Beeson 
Divinity  School. 

•  Anne  Graham  Lotz  will  dis¬ 
cuss  "The  Evangelist  and 
Listening  to  God's  Voice." 
Graham's  daughter  will  review 
tools  that  will  enable  participants 
to  read  God's  Word  so  they  can 
hear  God  speaking  through  it. 

•  Elmer  Towns,  dean  of  the 
School  of  Religion  at  Liberty 
University,  will  discuss 
"Fasting  for  Spiritual 
Breakthrough."  Author  of  vari¬ 
ous  materials  on  the  subject,  the 
Lynchburg,  Va.,  academician 
will  discuss  fasting  as  a  practi¬ 
cal  tool  for  ministry. 

•  "Helping  Build  Purpose- 
Driven  Churches"  is  the  topic 
of  Rick  Warren's  workshop. 
The  senior  pastor  of 
Saddleback  Valley  Community 
Church  in  Lake  Forest,  Calif., 
his  "Purpose  Driven  Church" 
has  been  a  best-seller  on 
Christian  book  lists. 

•  Contemporary  Christian 
singer  and  evangelist  A1 
Denson  will  discuss  "'Reaching 
Young  People  With  Music, 
providing  tips  on  sharing 
Christ  in  a  meaningful  way 
through  music.  Denson  grew 
up  in  Sagemont  Church  (SBC) 
in  Houston. 
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